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Students, Read This Now.

You're about to embark on MAVEN's Biblical Immersive
Experience, where the Bible will be challenged like never
before. You'll dialogue with dedicated Mormons who say they
are Christians, yet will use the Bible to declare a different Jggus,
a false god, and a work-based path to Heaven. You'll
encounter devoted Mormons of all kinds, who will chal
the orthodox biblical claims in order to point you tgward
Mormonism, which they believe is true Christianj

Why would we create an experience like thi

think the Bible is inerrant and unchong i we also know
that every objection and argument Me :
the Bible are inconsistent a nsound. So, we're not afraid of
putting the Bible to the testt

We are going to purp
worldview becau
helps inoculate
a flu shot? T
about it. We
protect
durj
an
hat

ered such exposure actually
thdse false views. Why do people get
themselves from the flu virus. Think
ely’expose ourselves to a virus in order to

" That's exactly what we'll do with you

lical Immersive Experience. You will walk through
allenges to your faith so you can see firsthand
tidnity and the Bible can stand up to the toughest

s any Mormon can ask.

t

only will The Biblical Immersive Experience give you
confidence that God is real. Not only will you grow in your
ability to show others compelling biblical evidence for God,
Jesus, and the true Gospel. You will also see how the truth of
Jesus Christ transforms how we live.



We pray that God's Holy Spirit will give you a love for the lost
and a passion to go and make disciples of Jesus.
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The Before Survey

Before diving into the Biblical Immersive Experience, take a few
minutes to complete this survey. Answer the questions as
honestly and as thoroughly as you can.

Short Answers...

1. To the best of your ability, write your definiti
Be as precise and accurate as possible.

2. From memory, what biblic uld you cite to

biblical passages support the Christian
and what's required?

hy is the Bible trustworthy and authoritative?




5. In one to two sentences, explain what the gospel is.

Rate Yourself
For the following questions, rate yourself using the followin
scale:

= Completely uncomfortable

Not very comfortable
A bit hesitant

= Fairly confident
= Completely comfortable & @

Bible is the authoritative

a M~ wnNn—

6. How confident are you that
Word of God?

ou standing up for Christian truth
lose friends and family?

7. How comfortab

le are you in your ability to share the Gospel
elievers?









SECTION ONE

TRAINING SESSIONS

THE FINAL WORD: WHAT SCRIPTURE TEACHES ABOU
AND THE GOSPEL

Section One of this guidebook is an interactive eAgag t
tool to help you dive deep into the truth th ght

during the six-session teaching series, Th ORD.
Before you engage Mormons, you fir
the key biblical truths about C
find the following tools for

study and learn

+ Session Outlines: Duri ion, track along with the
teachings by fillin

r each session, take a minute to quiz
retained by completing, from memory,






Session One

Are Mormons Chr

a@\f

“When it comes to God and the gospel, the an impossible
theological gulf between Mormogism and lanity.”
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Brett Kunkle




Session One Outline

Are Mormons Christians?
Ask a clarification question...

+  What do you mean by

Possibility #1

1. Mormonism is just another
under

Understanding Mormon
History...

Joseph Smith is the founder, fi
prophet, and president of the
Mormon church and was n his
first vision in 1820.

(NASB)
"But if any of you dom,
let him ask gives to
all ge

ill be given to

reprod

n




(Pearl| of Great Price)

"My object in going to inquire of the Lord was to know which of
all the sects was right, that | might know which to join, No
sooner therefore, did | get possession of myself, so as to be
able to speak, then | asked the personages who stood above

e

me in the light, which of all the sects was right (for at this ti
it had never entered into my heart that all were wrong)—a
which | should join. | was answered that | must join no
them, for they were all wrong; and the personage who
addressed me said that all their creeds were an a
his sight; that those professors were all corrupt;
near to me with their lips, but their hearts
teach for doctrines the commandments of a form
of godliness, but they deny the power,

(Book of
"And he said unto me: behol re are e two churches only;
the one is the church of th f God, and the other is the
church of the devil; wherefor elongeth not to the
church of the lamb o d belongeéth to that great church,
which is the other ns; and she is the whore of all
the earth.”

meaning of
,

hich
o | belong to?




Possibility #1 Conclusion

«  Mormonism can't just be another of

‘Mormonism is Christianity; Christianity is Mormonism; they are one
and the same, and they are not to be distinguished from each other
in the minutest detail.”

Bruce McConkie | Mormon Doctrine

Possibility #2

«  Mormonism is
to Christianity

Ask another clarification
question...

« Aren't Christians also

‘Latter-Day Saints bé
Joseph Smith by
God's name was
'reformed,’ ' )
explain why tter-Day Saints converts, from the 1830s to the
om other Christian denominations. None of

esus Christ, which they believe offers a more complete
andwi@h Christian church spiritually, organizationally, and
doctrinally.”
wwuw.churchoflesusChrist.org | Teachings of Presidents of
the Church: Joseph Smith, Chapter 8: The Everlasting
Priesthood



According to the LDS Church...

« There was an

of

the Christian Church

Possibility #2 Conclusion

Mormonism is NOT identical to
Christianity

What Mormons really mean is. ..

« Mormons are the
Christians

Memory Verse
"Now this is eternal lif at the

may know you, th d,
land Jesus Chri yoWhave

sent.”
Differe e Huge
Coil\sequ 3

claims

st Important Question...

« Whatis ?




. truth
A subjective truth is something
that is true for the subject. It's a
personal preference.

. truth
Objective truths are facts. They
are true whether anyone believes
them or not.

Four Key Questions to Ask Your
Mormon Friends...

1. Who'is ?

2. What is the

3. How do we know

4. What is our

What Is Love?

n affectionate feeling, but a steady wish for the
te good as far as it can be obtained.”
C.S. Lewis | Theologian

loved

(NASB)
s not love with the word or
with tongue, but in deed and
truth.”

n




(NASB)

"Love...does not rejoice in
unrighteousness, but rejoices with
the truth.”

What Is Tolerance?

To recognize and respect others'
beliefs without sharing them, to
bear or put up with someone or
something not necessarily liked.

Classical Tolerance

« All people are

« Allideas are not

is own image, in the
f God He created them;
d female he created




(NIV)
"But in your hearts revere Christ as
Lord. Always be prepared to give
an answer to everyone who asks
you to give a reason for the hope
that you have. But do this with
gentleness and respect, keeping a
clear conscience, so that those
who speak maliciously against
your good behavior in Christ may
be ashamed of their slander. For it
is better, if it is God's will, to suffer
for doing good than for doing
evil."

Two Ways to Engage People
Who Don't Believe What We
Believe...

1. Know
and
2. Do this with

Love & Truth
(NIV)
are our letter,

ur hearts, known and
eryone. You show that
you a letter from Christ, the
result of our ministry, written not
with ink but with the spirit of the
living God, not on tablets of stone
but on tablets of human hearts.”

10




(NIV)
"This is my command: love each
other.”

(NIV)

‘If the world hates you..."

(NIV)
"If the world hates you, keep in
mind that it hated me first. If you
belonged to the world, it would
love you as its own. As it is, you do
not belong to the world, but |
have chosen you out of the world.
That is why the world hates you.
Remember what | told you: ‘A
servant is not greater than hi
master.’ If they persecuted
they will persecute you also."

made to ap
Sanhedrin to

» "Yet you have filled
th your teaching and
rmined to make us guilty
an's blood."

Acts 5:29 (NIV)
But Peter and the apostles
answered, "We must obey God
rather than men.”

n



(ESV)
They called the apostles in and
had them flogged. Then they
ordered them not to speak in the
name of Jesus, and let them go.
The apostles left the Sanhedrin,
rejoicing because they had been
counted worthy of suffering
disgrace for the name. Day after
day, in the temple courts and
from house to house, they never
stopped teaching and
proclaiming the good news that

Jesus is the Messiah.




Session One Review

Test yourself on what you retained from Session One. Once
you've completed this review, grade yourself. Answers are found
in your session outline. Grade=___/5

Fill-in-the-Blank...

1. What clarifying question should you ask when teold that
"Mormons are Christians"?

+  What do you mean by
2. Who is Joseph Smith?

« Joseph Smith is the
and ,
given his first visi

e Mormon church and was

3. What do Mormon
Christians?

lly m when they say they are

e the Christians

y questions you should ask a Mormon?

is ?

What is the ?

« How do we know
5

« Whatis our ?

13



5. What is classical tolerance?

« All people are

« Allideas are not

« All are not equal

\V
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Session One Discussion

With your team, take time to discuss the content of this session.

1. What has been your usual response to the question, "Are
Mormons Christians"?

2. Does it really matter if Mormonism is just an
denomination of Christianity?

3. How can love and truth
Mormons?

when having a discussion with

NV

es do you have after today's teaching?

4. What on

ch time might it take a Mormon to carefully

ine the biblical claims of God and convert to
ristianity? How long are you willing to walk with someone
n that journey?






Session Two

Who Is God?

e\i

"A careful study of LDS theology reveal @ haracteristics
separating the Mormon God andghe Chr God."

\Y
S

Brett Kunkle




Session Two Outline

Who Is God?

"He who often thinks of God, will have a larger mind than the man
who simply plods around this narrow globe ... the most excellent
study for expanding the soul, is the science of Christ, and Him
crucified, and the knowledge of the godhead in the glorious,trinity.
Nothing will so enlarge the intellect, nothing so magnifyth | of
man, as a devout, earnest, continued investigation of th a
subject of the deity.”

Charles

The Mormon View of God...

V

The standard works. ..

« King James

The Book of

(D&C)
"Th her has a body of flesh
and bones as tangible as man's;
the son also, But the holy ghost
has not a body of flesh and bones
but is a personage of spirit.”

18



‘It is the first principle of the gospel to know for a certainty the
character of God ... | am going to tell you how God came to be God.
We have imagined and supposed that God was God from all
eternity. | will refute that idea, and take away the veil, so that you
may see.”

Joseph Smith | King Follett Discourse

‘I have always declared God to be a distinct personage, Je
a separate and distinct personage from God the Father, and that t
Holy Ghost was a distinct personage and a spirit: and e thre
constitute three distinct personages and three Gods '
accordance with the New Testament, lo and b ave three
Gods anyhow, and they are plural: and who ca it!"
Joseph Smith [ History of l. 6, p.473-479

"As man is God once was. As God is ma
Lorenzo

ow | Mormon Prophet

The Mormon view summarize

« The
eternally bee

a separate

tian View vs. Mormon View

« Christians have one

«  Mormons have a radically
different

19



(NIV)
"Now this is eternal life: that they

may know you, the only true God,
and Jesus Christ, whom you have
sent.”

The Christian View of God

. is a Trinity

Two things you'll find when doing
a careful study of the Trinity...

erglsimul
per.

James White | Theologian

1. The Trinity is not

2. The Trinity is

“Within the one being that is Go
coequal, coeternal, and distinct
and the Holy Spirit."

taneously exists three
ely, the father, the son,

Logical Founda s he
Trinity...

+ God is Father, Son, Holy Spirit




lllustration 1: The Most Accurate Trinity Analogy

21



The logical explanation
summarized...

« The is not illogical

Biblical Foundations for the
Trinity...

Foundation #1

« There's only God

Foundation #2

« There are
distinct persons

Foundation #3

« Each distinct person iV

Bible Study on n n #1
There's only one

(NASB)
Lord is our

22



(NASB)
"You are my witnesses,” declares
the Lord, "and my servant whom |
have chosen, in order that you
may know and believe me, and
understand that | am he. Before
me there was no God formed, and
there will be none after me. |, even
|, am the Lord; and there is no
savior besides me."

(NIV)

This is what the Lord says—
Israel's king and redeemer, the
Lord almighty: "l am the first and |
am the last; apart from me there
is no God."

A Mormon's typical response.$

« There's only o

ow me a place in
where

(NIV)
"Now this is eternal life: that they
know you, the only true God..."

23



Bible Study of Foundation #1
concludes...

« The Bible teaches there is
one

Bible Study on Foundation #2
There are three distinct persons...

(NIV)
"As soon as Jesus was baptized,
he went up out of the water. At
that moment heaven was opened,
and he saw the Spirit of God
descending like a dove and
lighting on him. And a voice from
heaven said, 'this is my Son, who,
| love; with him | am well pleas

m

(NIV)
'Going a little farther, i
his face to the gro
prayed, ‘My Fat
may this cup be
Yet not as

!

Bible
conclu

ather, Son, and Holy
are from

one

24




Bible Study on Foundation #3
Each distinct person is fully God...

(ESV)
"In the beginning was the Word,
and the Word was with God, and
the Word was God."

(NASB)

"I and the Father are one.”

John 10:31 (NASB)
"The Jews picked up stones again
to stone him."

John 10:32 (NASB)
"Jesus answered them, 'l sho
you many good works fro e
Father: for which of them are
stoning me?"

25



(NIV)
"Then Peter said, ‘Ananias, how is
it that Satan has so filled your
heart that you have lied to the
Holy Spirit and have kept for
yourself some of the money you
received for the land? Didn't it
belong to you before it was sold?
And after it was sold, wasn't the
money at your disposal? What
made you think of doing such a
thing? You have not lied to men
but to God.”

(NIV)

"The Spirit of the Lord spoke

through me; his Word was on'm
tongue. The God of Israel spo
the rock of Israel said to me:
'When one rules over me
righteousness, when
the fear of God..."

« Godis three

(NASB)

nd of the Son and of
irit..."

(ESV)
"In the beginning God created the
heavens and the earth.”

26




(NIV)

‘In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God,
and the Word was God. He was with God in the beginning,
Through Him all things were made; without Him nothing was

made that has been made.”

lllustration 2: Everything That Exists

ALL THINGS THAT ALL THING AT

NEVER CAME CAM
INTO BEING

T

IN

Jabn 1:3, in which box does Jesus

KEY QUESTION: Accordin
logically belong?

B.O.M. passages

(B.O.M.)
him: thou

. is there more than
? And he answered, no."

27



(B.O.M.)
‘And now Abinadi said unto them:
| would that ye should understand
that God himself shall come down
among the children of men, and
shall redeem his people. And
because he dwelleth in flesh he
shall be called the Son of God,
and having subjected the flesh to
the will of the Father, being the
Father and the Son—The Father,
because he was conceived by the
power of God; and the Son,
because of the flesh; thus
becoming the Father and Son—
And they are one God, yeaq, the
very Eternal Father of heaven a
earth.”

Overall Bible Study Con

« The Bibleis
through and ¢hiko

e TheM woPf God is
different

e gospel are

28



(NIV)

"But when the goodness and
loving kindness of God our Savior
appeared, he saved us ... by the
washing of regeneration and
renewal of the Holy Spirit, whom
he poured out on us richly through
Jesus Christ our Savior..."

(NASB)
'Go therefore and make disciples
of all nations, baptizing them in
the name of the Father and of the
Son and of the Holy Spirit..."

(ESV)

"Pray then like this: '‘Our fath
heaven..."

"...No one comes
except through

ith power through
our inner being, so
ist may dwell in your

s through faith..."

(NIV)
"Whoever does not love does not
know God, because God is love."

29



Session Two Review

Test yourself on what you retained from Session Two. Once
you've completed this review, grade yourself. Answers are found
in your Session Two outline. Grade=___/5

Fill-in-the-Blank...

1. What are the four books/scriptures (the Standard \Works)
Mormons use?

2. Are the Mormon God and t
Explain.

hristion God the same?

3. What is the nView of God?

is a Trinity

e two things you'll find when doing a careful
the Trinity?

 The is not illogical

« The is biblical

30



5. What are the three biblical foundations for the Trinity and
one supporting scripture reference for each?

+ There's only God

« Scripture Reference:

« There are distinct persons

« Scripture Reference:

+ Each distinct person is

« Scripture Reference:

&
“8\,
v.

31



Session Two Discussion

With your team, take time to discuss the content of this session.

1. Define the Mormon's view of God.

2. Define the Christian's view of God. E V

3. What makes the Mormon view of G t from the
Christian view of God?

4. What does it m s view God different from

the Christian vi d?

5. ng you after this session?

32









What Is the Gospel? V

"According to LDS scriptures, the highes @
achieved through perfect obedience. There

Mormonism is an ‘Impossible pel.”

\Y
S

reward is only
e ‘good news' of

Brett Kunkle

35



Session Three Outline

What Is the Gospel?

. = Good News

The “Good News" According to
Mormons...

and priests to God, the same as all Gods have do
namely, by going from one small degree to an
capacity to a great one; from grace to grac
exaltation.”

Joseph S Follett Sermon

+  You must learn to be
yourself

"Then shall they be ecalse
they have no en re, shall
they be fro

y continue;

are subject unto
| they be Gods,

y have all power, and
Is are subject unto them.”

«  Mormons can become their
own

36



The Process of Exaltation in the
Mormon Worldview...

Stage #1: -

« Humans pre-existed as
children

Stage #2:

« The spirit takes on a body on

Stage #3: The

Three separate heavenly

kingdoms...
1. The Celestial Kingdom
2. Terrestrial KingdorV

3. Telestial Kingd

3. Telestial

« For
nd th

. evil doers,
people

Kingdom

r'the deceived
and

people

1. Celestial Kingdom




« For who are good
and faithful

« Where takes place

The goal is for Mormons to reach
exaltation—become God.

Biblical Evidence of 3 Kingdoms?
Mormons will use this passage for
support...

(KJV)
"There are also celestial bodies,
and bodies terrestrial: but the
glory of the celestial is one, and
the glory of the terrestrial is
another. There is one glory of
sun, and another glory of the
moon, and another glor the
g...

stars: for one star diff,
another star in glo

Get a Mormon t in

(KJV)
rrection of the

iIn corruption; it is
orruption..."

"So al
degd. |
sed.in

r




The Impossible Gospel Approach

Opening question to Mormons. ..

+ If you died today are you sure
all your sins are
and you'll get the best your
religion has to ?

Mormons: “Yes, if | repent and keep
all the commandments.”

Follow-up questions...

+  How many do
you have to repent of?

« How many
do you have to

Take Mormons to

may know if a
h of his sins—

Follow-up question...

+ How do you repent?

Mormon answer: “All the time."
39



More follow-up questions...

+ Do you ever repent of the
sin?

« What's it mean to
something?

+  What happens if you
a past sin?

(D&QC)
"And now, verily | say unto you, |
the Lord, will not lay any sin to
your charge; go your ways and sin
no more; but unto that soul who
sinners shall the former sins retu
saith the Lord your God."

Mormons may reference
and refer you to their

"For we labor dili
persuade i

is by grace that
d, after all we can do."

p questions...

«  What does it mean after all we
can ?

« Have you done everything
40



(B.O.M.)
"Yea, come unto Christ, and be
perfected in him, and deny
yourselves of all ungodliness, and
if ye shall deny yourselves of all
ungodliness and love God with all
your might, mind and strength,
then is his grace sufficient for you,
that by his grace ye may be
perfect in Christ; and if by the
grace of God ye are perfect in
Christ, ye can in nowise deny the
power of God."

C)

"Keep my commandments
continually, and a crown of
righteousness thou s
And except thou

“To 'try"is wea best | can'is not strong. We must always

Spencer Kimball | The Miracle of Forgiveness
Ch. 12, The Abandonment of Sin

(D&QC)
the Lord cannot look upon

ith the least degree of
allowance.”

11



(B.O.M.)
‘And | say unto you again that he
cannot save them in their sins; for
| cannot deny his Word, and he
hast said that no unclean thing
can inherit the kingdom of
heaven; therefore, how can ye be
saved, except ye inherit the
kingdom of heaven? Therefore, ye
cannot be saved in your sins.”

The Impossible Gospel Summary

« Mormons must be perfect to
reach

The Biblical Gospel

As it is written: “there is n
righteous, not even op
no one who unders @

away, they have
worthless: i

, it says to those who are
un e law, so that every
mouth may be silenced and the
whole world held accountable to
God. Therefore no one will be
declared righteous in his sight by
observing the law; rather, through
42




the low we become conscious of

n

Sin.

(NIV)
"All of us have become like one
who is unclean, and all our
righteous acts are like filthy rags;
we all shrivel up like a leaf, and
like the wind our sins sweep us
away."

‘No man knows how bad he is till he has tried b&good.
The true Christian's nostril is to be continually a I e inner
cesspool.”
ewis | Theologian

(N
"But now apart from the la
righteousness of God has be
manifested, being wit ed by
the law and the p Y

the righteousne d tAsdugh
r all those
no

e sinned and

s a gift by his
h the redemption
in Christ Jesus..."

43



(NASB)
“Now to the one who works, his
wage is not credited as a favor,
but as what is due. But to the one
who does not work, but believes in
him who justifies the ungodly, his
faith is credited as righteousness,
just as David also speaks of the
blessing on the man to whom
God credits righteousness apart
from works: blessed are those
whose lawless deeds have been
forgiven, and whose sins have
been covered. Blessed is the man
whose sin the Lord will not take
into account.”

Gospel of grace...

in Christ
gives the gift of

Mormon's pushback. ..

(NIV)

*...Faith by itself ... is dead..."
44



Biblical clarification...

(NIV)
"For it is by grace you have been
saved, through faith—and this is
not from yourselves, it is the gift of
God—not by works, so that no
one can boast."

(NIV)
"What shall we say, then? Shall we
go on sinning so that grace may
increase? By no means! We are
those who have died to sin; how
can we live in it any longer?”

"For we are God's handiwo
created in Christ Jesus to do
works, which God prefd@ked in
advance for us to

+ = eternal life

= eternal life + works

45



Two Important Theological
Words

2.

The Good News...

(NIV)
"But when the kindness and love
of God our savior appeared, he
saved us, not because of
righteous things we had done, but
because of his mercy. He saved us
through the washing of rebirth
and renewal by the Holy Spirit,
whom he poured out on us
generously through Jesus Christ
our savior, so that, havin en
justified by his grace,
become heirs havi
eternal life."

46



Session Three Review

Test yourself on what you retained from Session Three. Once
you've completed this review, grade yourself. Answers are found
in your Session Three outline. Grade=___/5

Fill-in-the-Blank...

1. What is the gospel?

+ Gospel =

2. What is the three-stage process of
Mormon worldview?

« Stage #1:
« Stage #2:
« Stage #3:

3. What are th epdfrate heavenly kingdoms?

« _The kingdom
kingdom
e kingdom

hat is the highest goal for all Mormons?

5. What is the biblical equation for salvation?

47






Session Three Discussion

Discuss with your team the material you just reviewed.

1. What makes the Mormon gospel impossible?

2. How is the biblical gospel different from the
gospel?

3. Explain the process of

ce between justification and

r

Are you confused? Why?

49






Session Four

How Do We Know
True?

“Truth is always about somet ’
truth is.”

S

t reality is that about which

V C.S. Lewis

51



Session Four Outline

How Do We Know What's True?
You need to learn philosophy...

Thinking carefully about
questions that matter

(NASB)
"See to it that no one takes you
captive through philosophy and
empty deception, according to
the tradition of men, according to
the elementary principles of the
world, rather than according to
Christ."

Three Major Branches o
Philosophy

1. is the

is the

edge

deals

itAdmoral questions

52



Epistemology
The study of knowledge...

Three types of knowledge

1.
knowledge—knowing that

2. Knowledge by

knowing who or knowing of

knowledge—knowing how

(NIV)

"Now this is eternal life: that
may know you, the only tr o
and Jesus Christ, whom you
sent.”

Propositional K

mental attitude of
or

firmation

« Truth is that which
corresponds to
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‘If you say that it is and it is, or you say that it isn't and it isn't, that's
true. If you say that it isn't and it is, or you say that it is and it isn't,

that's false.”

« Justification is the

why we
believe something

Why Do You Believe What You
Believe?

Asking Mormons and Christians
their why. ..

Mormons will point to...

you must study it out in
then you must ask m
right, and if it is rig
that your boso
you; therefore, y
is right.”

“If any ks wisdom, you
ould askiGod, who gives

faul
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n within
| that it

(NIV)

IV to all without finding
d it will be given to you."

Aristotle | Greek Philosopher




(B.O.M.)
"And when ye shall receive these
things, | would exhort you that ye
would ask God, the eternal father,
in the name of Christ, if these
things are not true; and if ye shall
ask with a sincere heart, with real
intent, having faith in Christ, He
will manifest the truth of it unto
you, by the power of the holy
ghost. And by the power of the
holy ghost ye may know the truth
of all things."

The Four Problems with the
Mormon View of Knowledg

Problem #1: This method isn't d

in any other area of V

Problem #2: i personal
ne is

is method has real
problems

em #4: The Mormon view of
ledge
the biblical view
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Problem #1

Ask them...

« Do you to know
that George Washington was
the first president of the
United States?

« Do you pray to know that your
spouse you?

« Do you pray to know that

is wrong?
Problem #2
testimonies %

+ Have your fe r been

Problem #3

ing faith in Christ, he
ifest the truth of it unto
you, by the power of the holy
ghost..."




Problem #4

Biblical passage about how we

know what we know...

(NASB)

"The brethren immediately sent

Paul and Silas away by night to

Berea, and when they arrived,

they went into the synagogue of

the Jews. Now these were more
noble-minded than those in
Thessalonica, for they received
the Word with great eagerness,
examining the scriptures daily to
see whether these things were so.

n

What does God say about t

human heart?

all else and is de @ :

who can un ta

assages...

(NASB)

d that you are so

eserting him who called

y'the grace of Christ, for a

rent gospel; which is really

not another; only there are some

who are disturbing you and want

to distort the gospel of Christ. But

even if we, or an angel from

heaven, should preach to you a
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gospel contrary to what we have
preached to you, he is to be
accursed!”

(NASB)
"For such men are false apostles,
deceitful workers, disguising
themselves as apostles of Christ.
No wonder, for even Satan
disguises himself as an angel of
light."

(NASB)
"Be of sober Spirit, be on the alert.
Your adversary, the devil, prowls

around like a roaring lion, seeking
someone to devour.”

Remember Jesus' Words...

"‘Now this is eternal t th

may know you, ue God,
and Jesus Christ, have
sent.”

58




Session Four Review

Test yourself on what you retained from Session Four. Once
you've completed this review, grade yourself. Answers are found
in your Session Four outline. Grade=___/5

Fill-in-the-Blank... ‘
1. What is philosophy? '

care
sephy?

is of reality
. @e study of knowledge
. V eals with moral questions
3. What are tthpe of knowledge?
. knowledge—knowing that
. wledge by —knowing who
v knowledge—knowing how

hat is knowledge?

Philosophy is

that

2. What are the three major branch

. ist

+  Knowledge is justified belief

5. What is truth?






Session Four Discussion

With your team, take time to discuss the content of this session.

1. Why is understanding philosophy important when figuring
out what's true?

2. Why is believing something on the sole basi al

experience problematic?

3. What is the primary rea a Mormon believes what they
believe? How can you ¢ e to question this basis?

NV

4. Why sho? istian believe what they believe?

) Id you define truth? Why might this be important
odefine?







Session Five

What Is Your Aut

@
>)

‘Many refuse to accept the reality of a p
are unwilling to submit to His autlority.”

\Y
S

bd because they

Kurt Bruner
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Session Five Outline

What & Who Is Our Authority?

«  Mormons and Christians think
is

the Word of God

+«  Mormons call the Book of
Mormon
testament of Jesus Christ

«  King James Bible
+ Book of Mormon
+ Doctrine and Coven
+ Pearl of Great Price

Mormons point to t
Testament for the
Book of Mormo

fth

(NASB)

it, 'For Judah and for
sols of Israel, his companions’;
the e another stick and write
on it, 'For Joseph, the stick of
Ephraim and all the house of
Israel, his companions.’ Then join
them for yourself on to another

N
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into one stick, that they may
become one in your hand.”

Keep reading the passage...

(NASB)
"When the sons of your people
speak to you saying ‘Will you not
declare to us what you mean by
these?"

(NASB)
"And | will make them one nation
in the land, on the mountains of
Israel; and one king will be king for
all of them; and they will no
longer be two nations and n
longer be divided into two
kingdoms."

Christians will poi

(NASB)

him the plagues
itten in this book: and

f the book of this
hecy, God will take away his
part from the tree of life and from

the holy city, which are written in
this book."
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Mormons' reply to Revelation 22...

(NASB)
"You shall not add to the word
which | am commanding you, nor
take away from it, that you may
keep the commandments of the
Lord your God which | command
you.

« Joseph Smith violates
Revelation 22:18

(B.
"Wherefore, thou seest that afte

Key Questions to Ask a
Mormon...

1. Can you show me which
particular of
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the Bible have been translated
incorrectly?

2. Which
portions of the Bible do you
avoid?

3. What do you mean the Bible
has been

?

Transmission...

Is what we have what they wrote?

« The

of the Bible refers to how

Bible has been passed

through the

Two things you m V

y e

establishing th
Bible...
the original
?

1. Do

ey wrote what really
?




Analogy: How Aunt Sally's Recipe Gets Passed Along
(Transmitted)

AUNT SALLY'S SECRET SAUCE

Uncle Po Big Bertha Sister Eleanor Cousin Chester Auntie i

r— r— — r—
— p—g) e p—g)
p—g p—g —g p—g
p— p—g h— p—g
— —f —g —f

Find the Errors Q
Circle the different variations in Aunt Sa e. How many

are there?

+ Add 1 cop of finely chopped : boil.
« Add 1 cup of finely chigped garli d boil.

« Ad 1 cup of finely c adie, and boil.

« Add 1 cup of fin e rlic, and bowl.
« Add 1 cup of fj ped glaric, and boil.
« Add 1cup #fi ed garlic, and boil.

' pped garlic, nd boil.

scholars ask about manuscripts, helping them
ow reliable the copy of the original is...

many do we have?

2. How are the manuscript copies that we have?

3. How are the variations?
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1. How many copies do we
have?

«  More than
Greek manuscript copies

«  More than
pages of text

« Over
Latin manuscripts

handwritten manuscripts of
the New Testament

2. How early are the
manuscripts we have?

Graph 1: Total Early Testa t Manuscripts

& the earliest
years after

he original

« Tacitus —

& earliest copy is
- years after
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the original

« Suetonius —
& earliest copy is
years after the
original

« Total of

3. How significant are the
textual variations?

. % of the variations
are what scholars call
insignificant variations

Transmission conclusion...

«  We can accurately

original New Te
documents

When it comes to the questions of
historicity we want to apply two
tests.

. tests
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. tests

External Tests

«  Matthew 26:3 Nniv) “...Whose
name was

« Luke 3:2 Ny “...During the
high-priesthood of Annas and

n

Caiaphas Ossuary

« Discovered in December of

« Inscribed on the ossuaryiwer
the words "Yehosef Bar

Kayafa,” tronslqteW

Son of Caiap
Dead Sea Scf6ils
. Dsé
s

Historicity conclusion...

« The Bible has been

transmitted



«  What they wrote is
history

Bible vs. Book of Mormon
There is no manuscript evidence
for the Book of Mormon, only
Joseph Smith's word.

+ There have been more than
changes to
the Book of Mormon since its
first printing in 1830

Examples from the Book of
Mormon...

(B.OM. 1
"...Behold, the virgin which thou
seest, is the mother of G "

"...Behold, the vi
seest, is the mot 'he'son of]

mb of God yeq,

n

(B.O.M. 1981)
"...Behold the lamb of God yeq,
even the [the son of] eternal
father..."

External test examples from the
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Book of Mormon...

(B.O.M.)
‘And it came to pass that he
called the name of the river,
Laman, and it emptied into the
Red Seq; and the valley was in the
borders near the mouth therefor.”

« Thereis river in
all of Arabia

(B.O.M.)
"...And after they had slain the

messiah, who should come, and

after he had been slain he should
rise from the dead, and shou
make himself manifest, by
holy ghost, unto the gentiles.

(B.O.M.)
"A pass that as |,
ep orth to slay food,
old\! did break my bow, which
de of fine steel..."

+ Steel was not
in the New World before 1492

External tests conclusion...
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+« Thereis no
evidence for the Book of
Mormon

One more example providing

evidence against the Mormon
scriptures—The Lost Book of

Abraham...

Homework Assignment: Go to
YouTube and look for "The Lost
Book of Abraham” for the full
story.

Session Review

«  Mormons and Christians bot
believe God has given us hi

v

word

Where Christians an
differ on the Bible..

o Christions—t

Bible is God's
but it's

N Messed up

On | question to ask a
Mormon: "What do you make of
God's promises to protect His
word?"
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(NASB)
"The grass withers, the flower
fades, but the word of our God
stands forever.”

(NASB)
"For truly | say to you, until heaven
and earth pass away, not the
smallest letter or stroke shall pass
from the law until all is
accomplished.”

(NIV)
For, "All men are like grass, and all
their glory is like the flowers of the
field; the grass withers and the

flowers fall, but the Word of
Lord stands forever.”

S




Session Five Review

Test yourself on what you retained from Session Five. Once
you've completed this review, grade yourself. Answers are found
in your Session Five outline. Grade=___/5

Fill-in-the-Blank...

1. What are The Standard Works for Mormonism?

2. What are the two things you must kn

authority of the Bible?

stablishing the

« Do we have what the o authors

« Iswhat th te really ?
3. Roughly ho Qek manuscript copies are there?
. Ié Greek manuscript copies
. How nuscripts do we have within the first 300
ear

New Testament writings?

manuscripts

True or False?

5. There is historical evidence for the Book of Mormon.
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Session Five Discussion

With your team, take time to discuss the content of this session.

1. What does transmission mean and how does it work?

2. What role does history play in validating the,a nticifyy of

a historical document?

3. In what ways do Mormons gnd C differ when it
comes to the Bible? <
4. What's the Qeyen the internal tests and the

external S thak we apply to the Bible?

) s challenging you most from today's session? Why?







Session Six

How Do We Enga%v

Mormons?

“If I have only an hour with s | will spend the first 55 minutes
troubling their heart and

asking questions and finding o
share something of the truth.”

mind, and then the last inutes
Francis Schaeffer

79



Session Six Outline

How Do We Engage with Mormons?

(NIV)
"Now this is eternal life: that they

may know you, the only true God,
and Jesus Christ, whom you have
sent.”

Eternity is at stake...

Four Tips for Engaging with
Mormons...

1. Be

Analogy: Why We Must Be
Patient

A

MORMON VIE
OF G

The g
with a

BIBLICAL
VIEW OF GOD

of e conversation

shoe

2. Start with
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The benefits of starting with
questions...

« You your
Mormon friends

« |t takes the
off of you

Two specific questions to ask in
order to help you understand
what someone believes and why
they believe it...

«  What do you
by that?

+ How did you come to t

(NIV)
7 Eove the Lord your God with all
heart, and with all your soul,
and with all your mind..."

4. Be
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John 1:14 (NASB)

And the Word became flesh, and
dwelt among us, and we saw His
glory, glory as of the only
begotten from the Father, full of
grace and truth.

1 Peter 3:15 (NIV)

But in your hearts revere Christ as
Lord. Always be prepared to give
an answer to everyone who asks
you to give the reason for the hope
that you have. But do this with
gentleness and respect...

(NIV)

| thank my God every time |
remnember you in all my praye
for all of you, | always pray with
joy because of your part hip in
the gospel from the fj f

n

&
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Session Six Review

Test yourself on what you retained from Session Six. Once
you've completed this review, grade yourself. Answers are found
in your Session Six outline. Grade=___/5

Fill-in-the-Blank...

1. What's the first tip for engaging a Mormon?

« Be

2. What's the second tip for engaging

« Start with

3. What's the third tip for ep@aging a Mormon?

« Keep

4. What's the fo aging a Mormon?

odlof each conversation with a Mormon?

ta in their
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Session Six Discussion

With your team, take time to discuss the content of this session.

1. Why must we engage with Mormons?

2. What's a reasonable goal for each conversatio
with a Mormon? Why?

ave

3. Why is it important to start wi
asking good questions be h

que ow might
ul?

4. What happens
say?

n't dnswer a question? What do you

Wh estions do you still have after this session?
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SECTION TWO

REQUIRED READING

THE AMBASSADOR'S GUIDE TO MORMONISM by Brett K
WITNESS TO MORMONS IN LOVE by Daniel G. Thompson

To prepare for your Biblical Immersive Experien
required to read The Ambassador's Guide
Witness to Mormons in Love, as well as to t
quizzes after each section of reading.

©]

As you read, write notes in the margi e, and use a
highlighter to make it easier 0 back™@Ad study for each
quiz. Don't read just to fulfilfibe #@@quirement but read to grow
in your knowledge!

In Section Two youdishi wing tools to help you:

e reading plan to help you gauge what
re each quiz. Do not save reading until
amming won't work!

ignment & Suggested Readings: Consider diving
er into your studies by tabbing your Bible and
g some or all of the suggested books listed.

ading Quizzes: After you read the appropriate chapters,
you will then take the quiz assigned to that reading plan.
Copy the quiz ahead of time as your study guide!

Enjoy your reading. Schedule when you'll read and make sure
you're not just reading because you were told to!
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Reading Plan

1. THE AMBASSADOR'S GUIDE TO MORMONISM by Brett Kunkle
2. WITNESS TO MORMONS IN LOVE by Daniel G. Thompson

Due By... Chapters

Quiz 1 Book 1| The Ambassador's Guide to Morm
All Chapters

Quiz 2 Book 2 | Witness to Mormons in
Chapters 1-4

Quiz 3 Book 2 | Witness to Morm e
Chapters 5-7 %

Quiz 4 Book 2 | ss to mons in Love
Chapt

Quiz 5 Bo ess to Mormons in Love
e -14
a : will be taking quizzes on each section of
ing d. You must bring your required readings, your
and be on time for the quizzes. If you forget your

ur guidebook, or are late for a quiz, points will be

‘Read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest.”
Book of Common Prayer

88



Tabbing Assignment

Buy the Mormon Triple Combination, which can be purchased
online for $9.75 at www.store.churchofjesuschrist.org. This will
be one of your most referenced resources while on your trip.

Take some marking tabs, a highlighter or pen, and go to
276 through 281 where you will find the Cheat Sheet fo
Witnessing to Mormons by R.M. Sivulka. Tab each passage
listed on these pages, making them easy to refegen hil
conversations with Mormons.

Here are some additional readings, @
encouraged, but not mandatogy, to red
your Biblical Immersive Expgfiénce.

Suggested Reac

ou prepare for

Books

1. Sharing the

for Getting.t

Mormons: Practical Strategies
ersation Started by Eric Johnson and

e of Forgiveness by Spencer Kimball
\4
ball was a Mormon prophet)
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Reading Quizzes
Test Yourself. How

H Well Have You Rea



Reading Quiz #1

Now that you've read The Ambassador's Guide to Mormonism,
go through this quiz as a study guide first. Feel free to make a
copy on another sheet of paper for practice but wait to
officially take this quiz until your leader gives permission.

1. Are Mormons Christians? Why or why not? (pgs. 1-9)

2. What is the Great Apostasy? (pg. 4)

3. What are the two Columb estions? (pg. 20)

« Question #1

+  Question #2

4. What do Mor bélfeve the Godhead consists of? Where
does th e come from? (pg. 22)

is the Mormon view of God? (pg. 24)

+ Godisnota being.

+  God the Father was a
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God the Father has a of &

God the Father became

« Jesus was created by the

« Jesus is a separate god from the

. What is the Orthodox Christian view of God? (w
« Godisa bei

«  God the Father was never a

« Godisa

+  God the Father has ay®been

« Jesus has alw ond all
things.

« Jesusi e ond of the

ssages from the Bible you can use to best
the true gospel of grace? (pg. 36)

. What 4 books form the LDS "Standard Works"? (pgs. 37-38)
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What is central to the defense of Mormon scriptu
Mormon doctrine, and the existence of the Mor

(pg. 46)

. What are two important cha

er trait u must have
ds and family? (pg. 54)

while engaging your Morm@nifri

Vv
K
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Quiz #1 Grading Rubric

Grading is done on the honor system so please be 100%
honest as you fill out your grading rubric.

1. Did You Read: If you read The Ambassador's Guide to
Mormonism in its entirety (not just some of it) then gjve
yourself 50 points. There are no partial points here=
either get 50 or 0. Reading 99% doesn't get you there.

Points =

2. Questions Correct: Every question

yourself 5 points. There are 50 poi here.

Points =

3. Preparedness: If you fo r book, subtract 10 points. If
you forgot your guidebook] ct 10 points. If you were
late for this quiz, t awa oint for each minute late.
Add up how ts you need to subtract.

Points =

| your points from number 1 and number 2,
y points from number 3, and put your final score

btra

| Points = /100

irode = %

If you received a 70% or above, you pass! If you did not, please
schedule a makeup date with your leader.
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Reading Quiz #2

Now that you've read Chapters 1, 2, 3, and 4 of Witness to
Mormons in Love, go through this quiz as a study guide first.
Feel free to make a copy on another sheet of paper for

practice but wait to officially take this quiz until your leader
gives permission.

1. In your own words, what is the LDS definition of A
was he before his earthly life? What did he help wvi
&122)

2. What happened to the gold plgtes, t
manuscript of the Book of

3. What two LDS rds will be helpful to remember as
you witness °) s? (pg. 7)

ple believe the Bible to be the Word of God as far
. What does this

n? (pg. 10 & 1)
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. What is an anachronism? (pg. 14)

. What is the difference between circumstantial evidence

and archeological proof? (pg. 17)

Explain Truth us. Error in your own words

. Why is the idea that "Fa
truer for Christians tha

s Can ogether Forever”

rgfions? (pg. 21)

LWAYS attempt to do as you conclude a
Mormon? (pg. 25)

oth good and evil spirits exist in our world today? (pg.
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Quiz #2 Grading Rubric

Grading is done on the honor system so please be 100%
honest as you fill out your grading rubric.

1. Did You Read: If you read Chapters 1-4 of Witnessing to
Mormons in Love in their entirety, not just some of it, then
give yourself 50 points. There are no partial points her
you either get 50 or 0. Reading 99% doesn't get yau there.

Points =

2. Questions Correct: Every question you got ri give
yourself 5 points. There are 50 point

Points =

3. Preparedness: If you forgo ok, subtract 10 points. If
you forgot your guidebook, s O points. If you were
late for this quiz, take y 1 poifrt for each minute late.

ou need to subtract.

de =

%

If you received a 70% or above, you pass! If you did not, please
schedule a makeup date with your leader.
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Reading Quiz #3

Now that you've read Chapters 5, 6, and 7 of Witness to
Mormons in Love, go through this quiz as a study guide first.
Feel free to make a copy on another sheet of paper for
practice but wait to officially take this quiz until your leade
gives permission.

1. Who is speaking in Isaiah 43, 44, and 457 Why ig, this
significant? (pg. 29)

2. In your own words, what does Jo
Jesus and the Father? (pg. 31)

sus was conceived by the Holy

Ghost and s is the Son of God? (pg. 32 & 33)

5. According to the Bible, can there be more than one true
and living God? Explain. (pg. 41)
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. Write one refi

. In your own words, explain the LDS law of eternal
progression. (pg. 43 & 131)

What does the name LORD/Jehovah mean? Wh
meaning of Jehovah God's name important as
to LDS people? (pg. 44 & 45)

N/

salm -3, Isaiah 44:6;
people? (pg. 46)

. Why are Deuteronomy 4:35,

and Isaiah 45:5 a problem L

om both the Book of Mormon and the
is God. (pg. 49)

N
Bible which s

e'the LDS definition of God. (pg. 135)
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Quiz #3 Grading Rubric

Grading is done on the honor system so please be 100%
honest as you fill out your grading rubric.

1. Did You Read: If you read Chapters 5-7 in Witness to
Mormons in Love in their entirety (not just some of it) th
give yourself 50 points. There are no partial points
you either get 50 or 0. Reading 99% doesn't get you there!

Points =

2. Questions Correct: Every question

yourself 5 points. There are 50 poi here.

Points =

3. Preparedness: If you fo r book, subtract 10 points. If
you forgot your guidebook] ct 10 points. If you were
late for this quiz, t awa oint for each minute late.
Add up how ts you need to subtract.

Points =

| your points from number 1 and number 2,
y points from number 3, and put your final score

btra

| Points = /100

irode = %

If you received a 70% or above, you pass! If you did not, please
schedule a makeup date with your leader.
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Reading Quiz #4

Now that you've read Chapters 8 through 10 of Witness to
Mormons in Love, go through this quiz as a study guide first.
Feel free to make a copy on another sheet of paper for
practice but wait to officially take this quiz until your leader
gives permission.

1. Who is the one and only true living God? (pg. 51)

2. Summarize Jesus' prayer in John 17. (

3. Do the Bible and Book,of Mor ree or disagree with
the Creed formed at t oungil'ef Nicea? Why or why not?

s in the Bible can be used to show the "Most
D (Jehovah God)? (pg. 55)
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. Why is the LDS gospel so deceptive and hard for Christians
to grasp? (pg. 56)

. Why is it vitally important for Christians to fully underst
LDS terminology before witnessing to LDS people?

Write out the slightly altered Evangelism
questions.

+  Question #1

r answer with the Bible. (pg. 61 & 62)
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9. Are all people children of God figuratively or literally? (pg.
65 & 66)

10. Why can we say with confidence that no one will be able t
stand in the judgement and tell God, "You never gave
chance?" (pg. 68-70)

&
“8\,
v.
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Quiz #4 Grading Rubric

Grading is done on the honor system so please be 100%
honest as you fill out your grading rubric.

1. Did You Read: If you read Chapters 8, 9, and 10 in their
entirety (not just some of it), then give yourself 50 point
There are no partial points here—you either get 5
Reading 99% doesn't get you there.

Points =

2. Questions Correct: Every question

yourself 5 points. There are 50 poi here.

Points =

3. Preparedness: If you fo r book, subtract 10 points. If
you forgot your guidebook] ct 10 points. If you were
late for this quiz, t awa oint for each minute late.
Add up how ts you need to subtract.

Points =

| your points from number 1 and number 2,
y points from number 3, and put your final score

btra

| Points = /100

irode = %

If you received a 70% or above, you pass! If you did not, please
schedule a makeup date with your leader.
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Reading Quiz #5

Now that you've read Chapters 11, 12, 13, and 14 in Witness to
Mormons in Love, go through this quiz as a study guide first.
Feel free to make a copy on another sheet of paper for
practice but wait to officially take this quiz until your leader
gives permission.

cel” with

1. What is one reason for sharing the "Impossible Go
LDS people? (Section 41)

2. After reading Spencer Kimball's quot
impression of The Miracle of Forgivenes on 42)

3. Define, in your o S definition of perfection.

(pg. 84 & 146)

orks relate to our salvation?

5. What passage from the Bible does NOT allow LDS prophets
to change the gospel of Jesus Christ in any way? (pg. 88)
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. What heretical doctrine arises from the LDS concept of the
preexistence of spirits? (pg. 91)

How are Joesph Smith's plural marriages a problem for th
LDS Church today? (Section 50)

. How many false prophesies does @ disqualify a
prophet? (pg. 104)

. How do we kn i Jesus is "that prophet” spoken
? (pg. 109)

acism quote is most offensive to you? Why?
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Quiz #5 Grading Rubric

Grading is done on the honor system so please be 100%
honest as you fill out your grading rubric.

1. Did You Read: If you read Chapters 11 through 14 in their
entirety (not just some of it), then give yourself 50 points.
There are no partial points here—you either get 50 or
Reading 99% doesn't get you there.

Points =

2. Questions Correct: Every question you got ri give
yourself 5 points. There are 50 point

Points =

3. Preparedness: If you forgo ok, subtract 10 points. If
you forgot your guidebook, s O points. If you were
late for this quiz, take y 1 poifrt for each minute late.

ou need to subtract.

de =

%

If you received a 70% or above, you pass! If you did not, please
schedule a makeup date with your leader.
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SECTION THREE

TRIP JOURNAL

PROCESSING THE TRIP

Congratulations! Your Biblical Immersive Experie
You've read two books, taken five quizzes, Whlc
or hlgher on, and have taken great notes o

won't remember everything. It's alrig
to pull out this guidebook to review.
it on the trip.

This section is to give you sp
and your team. Proce isim
each night to dehai
share it as a tea

ocess your days with God
tant. You will be given space
u'll do this alone and then

r night.

dy

od: Start each morning with God by

ne of the most significant parts of each day—
processing it with God, yourself, and others. Each day has
ch to offer.

 Evening Prayer: Prayer is important. End each evening in
prayer. Engage in a variety of creative prayer practices

throughout this section to foster intimacy with God.

m









Where Are You?

As you are entering into this trip, where are you? What
distractions are you bringing into this experience? What hopes
do you have as you head into an incredible journey? What are
you afraid of while on the Biblical Immersive Experience? We
need to know where we are in order to move forward.

DISTRACTIONS...
What distractions are you

bringing into this Biblical
Immersive Experience?
NEEDS... !

What do vy o Feceive

during"s Bi | Immersive
ri

Expe
14




HOPES...

What do you hope to get out of
your Biblical Immersive
Experience?

FEARS...

What are you nervous abo

you head into this

Biblical Immersive Exv

Q
&

15



[ ]
Opening Prayer
This is a time to express yourself (spiritually, mentally, and
emotionally) to God.

Prayer of Petition
The week has begun. You just processed through your

distractions, needs, hopes, and fears for the week. Now lift
these up as a request to God. What do you need fro im this
week? Ask for these things.

Lord,

Amen.

otlbe anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer
andWpetition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God.
Philippians 4:6

16



Daily Reflection

Process your day. It's important. Take time to examine the day's
events. Use the questions and evening prayer exercise to help
you see how God was working throughout your day.

ACTIVITIES...
What event(s) are sitting with you
from today? What event(s) do you
want to remember?

PEOPLE...
Who is some
first time tod

et for the
re they?
bout them?

17



MAIN TAKEAWAY...

What did you learn today about
yourself, God, life, or others, which
you'd like to remember? It can be
simple or complex.

| FEEL...
What one word would you use t
describe how you are fe
about today's experig :
Examples: overwhe '@
frustrated, excit (

on.
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Evening Prayer

Prayer is one of the most important disciplines in the life of a
Christian. It's one way to talk to God. Take time now to use
today's prayer exercise to be with the Creator.

Prayer for Letting Go and Receiving

Find a comfortable position. Close your eyes and take
deep breaths.
First, think about concerns or issues that you mi set
aside or let go. Take a few minutes to pray
of your day you need to let go of and gj
burdens, frustrations, or distractions f;
11:28 Jesus encourages us to give hi
find rest. Give him your problems fro

. Release any
. In Matthew
ens so we may

. Find rest in Him.

y have for this week. Ask

r he has for you. Ask the
Y peace, patience, kindness,
control.

Second, think about needs
humbly to receive from God
Holy Spirit to fill you ove, j
goodness, gentle

's evening prayer, be sure to take it slow.
hroughout this prayer. Be with God. Let go
d receive what He has for you.

As you enter

19









Morning Time with God

Find a comfortable position for the next thirty minutes to be in
God's Word. Go through this morning's exercise alone at first,
then take the final 10 minutes to share together as a team.

SCRIPTURAL PRAYER
Though it is short, he passage for each morning relates dir
to the study you have done to prepare for this trip and.is to be
read in context of its surrounding scripture. Think ako e

passage in light of the study and reading you have
prepare for the conversations you will have. If
how it fits, read the larger section of script
guidance from your leader or Maven gui

Passage
Psalm 139:23-24

Reading
Slowly read the entire pa

e tw

e Read1

e Read?

Meditation
Think apout what you've just read. Reflect upon the
nin passage in its context. Reflect on how it fits
it er narrative of the Bible. Think about how it relates

e Study sessions you have been doing.

« Another reading—if necessary
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Contemplation
Give the scripture time to saturate your soul. If necessary, read
it again. Ask the Holy Spirit to help you understand the
meaning and how it may specifically relate to you in your
relationship to Christ. Read the passage again, and notice
which phrase, word, or image you are drawn to. Focus on it
Why might it be significant to you, on this day?

« Read3

« Phrase, Word, or Image:

Prayer
Speak to the Lord in your heart, pro the word or
phrase you took from the pa e. With'the Holy Spirit, form a
single sentence prayer bas it. It can be a prayer of
adoration, confession, renew iflon, intercession,
affirmation, or thanks§ii

Single S

inutes to present yourself before God in silence.
presence. Yield your life to Him. If your mind wanders,
ct your mind to the passage.

in
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Daily Reflection

Process your day. It's important. Take time to examine your
day. Use the questions and evening prayer exercise to help you
see how God was working throughout your day.

ACTIVITIES...
What did you do today? What

one activity specifically stood out
to you?

PEOPLE... V

Who stood out u ay?
Why?
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MAIN TAKEAWAY...

What do you want to take away
from today? What did you learn
that'll be important to remember?

A

| FEEL...
Use one word to describe
are feeling about today's

experiences. V

S
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Evening Prayer

Prayer is one of the most important disciplines in the life of a
Christian. It's one way to talk to God. Take time now to use
today's prayer exercise to be with the Creator.

Six Word Prayer

Ernest Hemingway introduced the Six Word Memoirs
with his famous short story, "For Sale: Baby shoes,
Each word was well-chosen and vital to the messa
conveying. In the same way, think of what you
God at the end of this day and choose yourwordsicarerully.
In six words only, write a prayer to God. @ your prayer
however you'd like.

Lord,

Amen.
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Morning Time with God

Find a comfortable position for the next thirty minutes to be in
God's Word. Go through this morning's exercise alone at first,
then take the final 10 minutes to share together as a team.

SCRIPTURAL PRAYER
Though it is short, he passage for each morning relates dir
to the study you have done to prepare for this trip and.is to be
read in context of its surrounding scripture. Think ako e

passage in light of the study and reading you have
prepare for the conversations you will have. If
how it fits, read the larger section of script
guidance from your leader or Maven gui

Passage
Ephesians 2:8-10

Reading
Slowly read the entire pa

e tw

e Read1

e Read?

Meditation
Think apout what you've just read. Reflect upon the
nin passage in its context. Reflect on how it fits
it er narrative of the Bible. Think about how it relates

e Study sessions you have been doing.

« Another reading—if necessary
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Contemplation
Give the scripture time to saturate your soul. If necessary, read
it again. Ask the Holy Spirit to help you understand the
meaning and how it may specifically relate to you in your
relationship to Christ. Read the passage again, and notice
which phrase, word, or image you are drawn to. Focus on it
Why might it be significant to you, on this day?

« Read3

« Phrase, Word, or Image:

Prayer
Speak to the Lord in your heart, pro the word or
phrase you took from the pa e. With'the Holy Spirit, form a
single sentence prayer bas it. It can be a prayer of
adoration, confession, renew iflon, intercession,
affirmation, or thanks§ii

Single S

inutes to present yourself before God in silence.
presence. Yield your life to Him. If your mind wanders,
ct your mind to the passage.

in
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Daily Reflection

What did God teach you today? What activity stretched you?
Take time to process your day with God. It's important!

ACTIVITIES...
What one activity from today

stretched you most? Write about
it.

PEOPLE...
What conversation

to you today?
with?
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MAIN TAKEAWAY...

What do you want to take away
from today? What did you learn
that'll be important to remember?

A

| FEEL...
Use one word to describe
are feeling about today's

experiences. V

S
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Evening Prayer

Be still. Get comfortable. Pray. Pray honestly. Pray creatively.
Prayer can be simple—pray simply. Be with God.

Prayer Art
Spend time in silence. Think about the day. Thank God for it.
Spend time reflecting on a scene you always want to
remnember. Draw it here as a prayer of thanksgiving toaGod. If
you feel awkward trying to draw a prayer, then co
short prayer to God in words.

&
\‘8\'
v.
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Morning Time with God

Find a comfortable position for the next thirty minutes to be in
God's Word. Go through this morning's exercise alone at first,
then take the final 10 minutes to share together as a team.

SCRIPTURAL PRAYER
Though it is short, he passage for each morning relates dir
to the study you have done to prepare for this trip and.is to be
read in context of its surrounding scripture. Think ako e

passage in light of the study and reading you have
prepare for the conversations you will have. If
how it fits, read the larger section of script
guidance from your leader or Maven gui

Passage
Psalm 90:1-2

Reading
Slowly read the entire pa

e tw

e Read1

e Read?

Meditation
Think apout what you've just read. Reflect upon the
nin passage in its context. Reflect on how it fits
it er narrative of the Bible. Think about how it relates

e Study sessions you have been doing.

« Another reading—if necessary
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Contemplation
Give the scripture time to saturate your soul. If necessary, read
it again. Ask the Holy Spirit to help you understand the
meaning and how it may specifically relate to you in your
relationship to Christ. Read the passage again, and notice
which phrase, word, or image you are drawn to. Focus on it
Why might it be significant to you, on this day?

« Read3

« Phrase, Word, or Image:

Prayer
Speak to the Lord in your heart, pro the word or
phrase you took from the pa e. With'the Holy Spirit, form a
single sentence prayer bas it. It can be a prayer of
adoration, confession, renew iflon, intercession,
affirmation, or thanks§ii

Single S

inutes to present yourself before God in silence.
presence. Yield your life to Him. If your mind wanders,
ct your mind to the passage.

in
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Daily Reflection

Process your day with God. What did He teach you? What
activity stretched you? Write, think, pray. Share with your team
at the end what God is up to.

ACTIVITIES...
What did you do today? Make a

list, or simply highlight the parts of
your day you remember.

NV

heart

PEOPLE...
Who do you ha
from today? Writ

¥
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MAIN TAKEAWAY...

What do you want to take away
from today? What did you learn
that'll be important to remember?

A

| FEEL...
Use one word to describe
are feeling about today's

experiences. V

S
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Evening Prayer

Be in conversation with God. Pray. It's important.
Poetry Prayer

King David wrote songs and poetry to his King; these are the
Psalms. Tonight, write to your King in the form of poetry.
any type of poetry you'd like—sonnet, free-verse, haiky, etc.
Remember, this is just for you & God. No one else wll this
—unless you choose to share it.
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Morning Time with God

Find a comfortable position for the next thirty minutes to be in
God's Word. Go through this morning's exercise alone at first,
then take the final 10 minutes to share together as a team.

SCRIPTURAL PRAYER
Though it is short, he passage for each morning relates dir
to the study you have done to prepare for this trip and.is to be
read in context of its surrounding scripture. Think ako e

passage in light of the study and reading you have
prepare for the conversations you will have. If
how it fits, read the larger section of script
guidance from your leader or Maven gui

Passage
Romans 3:20

Reading
Slowly read the entire pa

e tw

e Read1

e Read?

Meditation
Think apout what you've just read. Reflect upon the
nin passage in its context. Reflect on how it fits
it er narrative of the Bible. Think about how it relates

e Study sessions you have been doing.

« Another reading—if necessary
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Contemplation
Give the scripture time to saturate your soul. If necessary, read
it again. Ask the Holy Spirit to help you understand the
meaning and how it may specifically relate to you in your
relationship to Christ. Read the passage again, and notice
which phrase, word, or image you are drawn to. Focus on it
Why might it be significant to you, on this day?

« Read3

« Phrase, Word, or Image:

Prayer
Speak to the Lord in your heart, pro the word or
phrase you took from the pa e. With'the Holy Spirit, form a
single sentence prayer bas it. It can be a prayer of
adoration, confession, renew iflon, intercession,
affirmation, or thanks§ii

Single S

inutes to present yourself before God in silence.
presence. Yield your life to Him. If your mind wanders,
ct your mind to the passage.

in
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Daily Reflection

Process your day now. Don't go to bed without taking time to
sit silently in your activities, people, takeaways, and feelings
from your day. You need to process.

ACTIVITIES...
What was your favorite part of

today? Why?

PEOPLE... V
Whose life enco e u
today? Why?
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MAIN TAKEAWAY...

What do you want to take away
from today? What did you learn
that'll be important to remember?

A

| FEEL...
Use one word to describe
are feeling about today's

experiences. V

S
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Evening Prayer

What do you want to talk with God about tonight? Do you
believe prayer can change things? Pray as though your prayer
matters—it does!

Prayer Journal

Write out in sentence and paragraph form an in-deptfa prayer
to God. Be specific, sincere, and vulnerable. Just write.
honest, simple, and pray to God like you would talk

Lord,

Amen.
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Morning Time with God

Find a comfortable position for the next thirty minutes to be in
God's Word. Go through this morning's exercise alone at first,
then take the final 10 minutes to share together as a team.

SCRIPTURAL PRAYER
Though it is short, he passage for each morning relates dir
to the study you have done to prepare for this trip and.is to be
read in context of its surrounding scripture. Think ako e

passage in light of the study and reading you have
prepare for the conversations you will have. If
how it fits, read the larger section of script
guidance from your leader or Maven gui

Passage
Malachi 3:6

Reading
Slowly read the entire pa

e tw

e Read1

e Read?

Meditation
Think apout what you've just read. Reflect upon the
nin passage in its context. Reflect on how it fits
it er narrative of the Bible. Think about how it relates

e Study sessions you have been doing.

« Another reading—if necessary
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Contemplation
Give the scripture time to saturate your soul. If necessary, read
it again. Ask the Holy Spirit to help you understand the
meaning and how it may specifically relate to you in your
relationship to Christ. Read the passage again, and notice
which phrase, word, or image you are drawn to. Focus on it
Why might it be significant to you, on this day?

« Read3

« Phrase, Word, or Image:

Prayer
Speak to the Lord in your heart, pro the word or
phrase you took from the pa e. With'the Holy Spirit, form a
single sentence prayer bas it. It can be a prayer of
adoration, confession, renew iflon, intercession,
affirmation, or thanks§ii

Single S

inutes to present yourself before God in silence.
presence. Yield your life to Him. If your mind wanders,
ct your mind to the passage.

in
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Daily Reflection

Shh ... Sit quietly. What happened today? What did you learn
about yourself? Take time now to rethink your day before going
to bed.

ACTIVITIES...
What did you do today? Did any
specific thing stick out, which you

want to remember?

PEOPLE... V
Who frustrated today? Why?
Write about it.
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MAIN TAKEAWAY...

What do you want to take away
from today? What did you learn
that'll be important to remember?

A

| FEEL...
Use one word to describe
are feeling about today's

experiences. V

S
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Evening Prayer

What is on your heart right now? Pray about it. You can share
anything with God.

Short Focusing Prayer
Often, as we progress in our prayer time, our mind will wander
and we may not notice for a moment or even a few minut
that we are just back to thinking of concerns of our dagy. When
this happens, we can refocus our minds on God and o

communication with him by using two simple steps.

make request of Him or t
your mind on prayer,
Jesus Prayer” and i

hing that will re-center
n form of this is called the
- "Lord Jesus Christ, Son of
oul." It may be as simple as "Jesus,

Feel free to w our prayer below and use it tonight and in
the fu a magic formula, but rather just a way to

ge rsélf back on track when your mind wanders.
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Morning Time with God

Find a comfortable position for the next thirty minutes to be in
God's Word. Go through this morning's exercise alone at first,
then take the final 10 minutes to share together as a team.

SCRIPTURAL PRAYER
Though it is short, he passage for each morning relates dir
to the study you have done to prepare for this trip and.is to be
read in context of its surrounding scripture. Think ako e

passage in light of the study and reading you have
prepare for the conversations you will have. If
how it fits, read the larger section of script
guidance from your leader or Maven gui

Passage
Galatians 1:6-9

Reading
Slowly read the entire pa

e tw

e Read1

e Read?

Meditation
Think apout what you've just read. Reflect upon the
nin passage in its context. Reflect on how it fits
it er narrative of the Bible. Think about how it relates

e Study sessions you have been doing.

« Another reading—if necessary
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Contemplation
Give the scripture time to saturate your soul. If necessary, read
it again. Ask the Holy Spirit to help you understand the
meaning and how it may specifically relate to you in your
relationship to Christ. Read the passage again, and notice
which phrase, word, or image you are drawn to. Focus on it
Why might it be significant to you, on this day?

« Read3

« Phrase, Word, or Image:

Prayer
Speak to the Lord in your heart, pro the word or
phrase you took from the pa e. With'the Holy Spirit, form a
single sentence prayer bas it. It can be a prayer of
adoration, confession, renew iflon, intercession,
affirmation, or thanks§ii

Single S

inutes to present yourself before God in silence.
presence. Yield your life to Him. If your mind wanders,
ct your mind to the passage.

in
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Daily Reflection

Sit quietly. What happened today? What did you learn about
yourself? Take time to rethink your day before going to bed.

ACTIVITIES...
What did you do today? Did any
specific thing stick out to you from

today you want to remember?

PEOPLE...

Who loved you wel How:
Write about it.

v.
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MAIN TAKEAWAY...

What do you want to take away
from today? What did you learn
that'll be important to remember?

A

| FEEL...
Use one word to describe
are feeling about today's

experiences. V

S
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Evening Prayer

What is on your heart right now? Pray about it. You can share
anything with God.

Psalm Prayer

King David set many of his prayers to God in song and po
verse. We may not be poets or particularly artistic, buawe can
use the poetry and written prayers of others to hel
Pick a Psalm appropriate to your situation and circ
and "pray it" to God. If you cannot think of on

156






Morning Time with God

Find a comfortable position for the next thirty minutes to be in
God's Word. Go through this morning's exercise alone at first,
then take the final 10 minutes to share together as a team.

SCRIPTURAL PRAYER
Though it is short, he passage for each morning relates dir
to the study you have done to prepare for this trip and.is to be
read in context of its surrounding scripture. Think ako e

passage in light of the study and reading you have
prepare for the conversations you will have. If
how it fits, read the larger section of script
guidance from your leader or Maven gui

Passage
Acts 1415

Reading
Slowly read the entire pa

e tw

e Read1

e Read?

Meditation
Think apout what you've just read. Reflect upon the
nin passage in its context. Reflect on how it fits
it er narrative of the Bible. Think about how it relates

e Study sessions you have been doing.

« Another reading—if necessary
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Contemplation
Give the scripture time to saturate your soul. If necessary, read
it again. Ask the Holy Spirit to help you understand the
meaning and how it may specifically relate to you in your
relationship to Christ. Read the passage again, and notice
which phrase, word, or image you are drawn to. Focus on it
Why might it be significant to you, on this day?

« Read3

« Phrase, Word, or Image:

Prayer
Speak to the Lord in your heart, pro the word or
phrase you took from the pa e. With'the Holy Spirit, form a
single sentence prayer bas it. It can be a prayer of
adoration, confession, renew iflon, intercession,
affirmation, or thanks§ii

Single S

inutes to present yourself before God in silence.
presence. Yield your life to Him. If your mind wanders,
ct your mind to the passage.

in
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Daily Reflection

Think deeply about your day. Examine all you did, reflect on
those you met, ask what you want to take from today, and test
yourself on how you're feeling right now. Process.

ACTIVITIES...
What took place the last 24
hours? Anything stand out?

PEOPLE...

Who stuck out t u qu?
Why?
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MAIN TAKEAWAY...
What did you learn about yourself
today? How'd you learn this??

| FEEL...
Use one word to describe howfyou
are feeling about today's

experiences.

S
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Evening Prayer

Did you know prayer cannot be taken away from you? Most of
what we have can be stolen, but not prayer. Prayer is your
communication with God. Pray. Pray continually. Pray tonight.

Prayer of Thanksgiving

Take time tonight to write out in sentence and paragraph form
an in-depth prayer of thanksgiving to God. Be specific,Sincere.
and vulnerable. Pour out your thanksgiving to God.

God,

Thank you for

Amen.

162









SECTION FOUR
TRIP DEBRIEF

TAKING YOUR EXPERIENCE HOME

Your Biblical Immersive Experience has come to an,end. Wha
you learned about God, yourself, and others will st ith you
forever. The experience will live on if you take ti
revisit your trip journal to understand what

®)

Here you have five tools to guide you lection on

your experience.

 Feeling Word Summary: G
from each day. What do

ack. Catdlogue your feelings
ifiel?

» Main Takeaway Su
you wrote. Wha

ry: Rewind. List each main takeaway

u see?

e Ten-Year T
takeaways

Summary: Use the themes found in your
long-lasting takeaway.

ory: Sharing your story from this trip will keep it
t your story.

ness, and creating beauty as you get home. How might
do that?

Let this Biblical Immersive Experience be a launching pad into
your next season with God. Go home. Make the changes you

need. Find the answers you didn't get. Seek God. Share.
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Feeling Word Summary

What were you feeling throughout your trip? Go back now to
your evening reflections from each day and write down your
feeling words. Sit with each feeling for a second before moving
on to the next one. Why did you feel that way?

Feeling Words...

Your Analysis...

Study your feelings

your insight here.
e real. What do you
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Main Takeaway Summary

What were your main takeaways from each day? Did you learn
a lot of new things? Were your takeaways practical, spiritual, or
both? Go back and organize each main takeaway sentence
below. Sit with each one as you write it down.

Main Takeaways...

Your Analysis...

Educate yourse rlis
above. Wha e? What
do you learn? ut it.

¥
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Ten-Year Takeaway

Ten years from now what do you want to remember from this
Immersive Experience? Not memories per se, but what
takeaway do you want to hang onto over the next decade?
Maybe it's “Truth exists” or “God wants me to be concerned about
what [ eat” or a million other things. Write around the box your
thoughts, and then when you're ready write down in one
sentence one takeaway from this trip you want to stick with
you forever.

My Ten-Ye
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Introduction

Two-Minute Story
Experiences are created as a vehicle for building memories, or
another way of putting it—creating stories with God. Stories

are powerful as we use these to share what God has done in

our lives during your Immersive Experience. When you get
home from the Biblical Immersive Experience, what's the fi
question your parents, grandparents, friends, teachersgor your
dog asks you?

"How was the Immersive Experience? Tell me

Sometimes this question is energizing, b
overwhelming, as it can be hard to artic xperience on
the spot in a way a person can copnect i en people ask
wanting to listen for only two midiites. Often my responses are
simple, "The trip was good. | h of fun." Over the years,
however, | have been challenged s answer is not
sufficient as | lose an opp nity are with another person
what God just did in

tories as an awesome vehicle to

our God-stories from the Immersive
n we will be asked about the

ime we'll have a heartfelt and God-honoring

We can use Two
easily and effecti
Experience,
experigace. T
story!

tAp is coming to an end, take some time now to

erfully and thoughtfully think through a story you could
sha ith others, which would best sum up your experience.
Use the brainstorming sheet, outline template, and rough drafts
to guide you through your Two-Minute Story creation process.
Have fun with this and make it your own.
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Instructions

Two-Minute Story

Follow these instructions as you shape your story.

1. Use a captivating opening sentence (a good hook)
Example: “This week was pretty bizarre. | finally spoke afte
year of silence, and I learned a really powerful lesson fram a weird
source.”

Alyssa S., Biblical Immersiu

2. Use scripture to support your main take
Example: | didn't change anyone's ming
Mormonism. | learned God uses each a
own plan and purpose. Like in Luke 5:12-
recognized that by God's will he can be healed. | may never
know what will happen to th | had conversations with on
my Biblical Immersive Experienc now God used every word
of mine to share love an to others who have never
heard truth.

elleW., Biblical Immersive Experience 2017

implicitly answers one question...
ch you about humility on this trip?

u learn about God? How did you learn that?
od challenge you?

onsider the following tips when writing your story
ive Specific Details—names, colors, feelings, etc.
Be Personable—talk about what you learned.
Finish Strong—tie your ending into your hook.
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Example Story

Two- Minute Story
God moved in me while at the Biblical Immersive Experience in
Utah. Through hearing the testimonies and ministries of locals

and transplants in Utah, God revealed to me the full truth and

validity of His word. Through conversations with Mormons, Go
revealed to me the power of His gospel. Through enjoying
resting in His nature, God revealed to me His beauty and
creativity.

Still, God had more of His Spirit that He made
the second-to-last night. | led our team in a.disc

eon
jon of how
ugh the

week and apply them in new, creative a youth group
next year. That was one of the most incredile eart-breaking
experiences of my life.

Spending the majority of my life | group the past seven

years, watching new lea
such a personal con
feelings within me.

pon everything | felt
ght up indescribable
ears in youth group, God built
yed daily for God to grow me like
alachi 2, as a “priest who guards
knowledge, ho people should seek instruction from.”
God u reat ways, but now He has new plans for me
and n s¥n the youth group who are stronger and

ere ed than me.

the Levites descr

| worth nothing to me unless | use it for finishing God's
wor telling others God's Gospel, and now | have a new
mission field in college. Although leaving my youth group is
hard, whatever happens, whether my heart or my flesh fails,
God is the strength of my heart and my portion forever.
Luke S., Biblical Immersive Experience 2017
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Outline

Two-Minute Story
Use this outline as a tool to create your story's roadmap.

I. The Title of Your Story

Il. Opening Sentence (Hook)

Ill. Body Paragraphs

« What question are you | answering?

ing Sentence (Tie in Your Opening & Close Out Story)

Now go find a leader to read your outline to. Once they've
given input and approved it, go write your story!
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Rough Draft

Two- Minute Story

Title

&

¥
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Give your rough draft to a student for another round of
thoughts and edits. Then write your final draft.
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Final Draft

Two- Minute Story
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me (Printed):

Congratulations! Now, go find your MAVEN Field Guide so
they can take a photo, which by doing you're giving them
permission to share and use as they see fit. Now go share
your story with others.
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Action Items to Consider

If you would like to continue sharing your faith and pushing
yourself in your spiritual walk, here are some possible
challenges to help you along. Fill it out, share it with your
teammates for accountability.

Share the Truth with Your Friends...

« Regularly seek out spiritual discussions with
believers.

n-

Read the Word...

+ Read the Bible in one year.
+ Read the Bible times per we
+ Read the Bible for tes a day.

Be with God in Prayer...

times a week.
owledge, wisdom, and character.
times a month.

« Drive in silen
« Desire to
« GoonaPr

Study

R né or more of the books in the suggested reading
ist @hd resource list.

d one or more of the blogs on the list of resources.
isit one or more of the websites listed in the trip
resource section.
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Action Step(s)...

What action are you going to take? How are you going to
accomplish this?
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The After Survey

Before your first training you took The Before Survey to gain
insight for where you were. Now, with trainings, readings,

quizzes, and the trip over we want you to survey again to s
how far you've come.

Short Answers...

1. To the best of your ability, write your definiti nity.

Be as precise and accurate as possible:

2. From memory, what bi | passages would you cite to
support the doctrine of ni

hat biblical passages support the Christian
tion and what's required?

4. Why is the Bible trustworthy and authoritative?
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5. In one to two sentences, explain what the gospel is.

Rate Yourself
For the following questions, rate yourself using the followin
scale:

= Completely uncomfortable

Not very comfortable
A bit hesitant

= Fairly confident
= Completely comfortable & @

Bible is the authoritative

a M~ wnNn—

6. How confident are you that
Word of God?

ou standing up for Christian truth
lose friends and family?

7. How comfortab

le are you in your ability to share the Gospel
elievers?
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SECTION FIVE
TRIP RESOURCES

HELPFUL TOOLS ON AND AFTER THE TRIP

In this section you will find a variety of helpful resoyrces. Som
of these you'll be instructed to use as tools before i
on the trip, and for after the trip.

Here are the tools you'll find in this section...

« Packing List
+ Guidelines & Expectations
» Immersive Experience Job
+ Salt Lake City Temple T
« Salt Lake City Temple Tour
« BYU Campus Talks
« BYU Door-to-Dg

mped. You won't have every answer. That's
n't just leave it at that. Go find answers. Keep
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Packing List

What to Bring...

Important | Read this “what to bring” list with the mission trip

purpose at the forefront of your minds. And be prepared to sacrific
your “personal rights” or desires for the good of the group. MAVEN

has a NO ELECTRONICS policy, so please leave your phones

other electronic devices at home.
Necessary ltems V
Look at the weather report before you pack. i

e. travel

many days you'll be gone. Keep packing si size
items when applicable.

ough
ervative place, so pack

ti straps, or tight shirts
riffs. You will have to
too tight, low-cut, etc.

ily (i.e., showing your boxers,
ingsHike jeans, shorts, polos, button

00 Casual Clothing (still keep nice
« Note to Girls: Utah is a very
respectfully. No low-cut shir
—nothing that shows cleavage
‘cover up" if your shirt i

- Note to Guys: Do

ripped clothin

downs, t-shirt

g and working out in)

snowering, swimming, etc...

uit (needs to be modest)

es: i.e., soap, shampoo, deodorant

OE ugs

0 Sleeping Bag & Pillow

O Air Mattress or Sleeping Pad: we are sleeping on floors
00 Book 1: The Holy Bible: the actual book—no electronics
00 Book 2: The Ambassadors Guide to Mormonism
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00 Book 3: Witness to Mormons in Love

[0 Book 4: MAVEN's Biblical Immersive Experience Guidebook
00 Book 5: Triple Combination of Mormonism Scriptures

0 Daypack/Backpack

00 Water Bottle

00 Meal Money

Optional

00 Snacks

00 Sun Protection: sunscreen, hat, sunglasses
00 Basketball Shoes

0 Flashlight

00 Camera: phone cameras aren't allowed
0 Spending Money: for snacks, souvegiirs;“ete.. .
00 Weather-Dependent: hat or beani @

or sweaters
00 Weather-Dependent: modest swi g repellent, etc. ..

What Not to Bring
00 Any Electronics: no DVD p rs iPods, no video games.
00 Cell Phones: Leave€hese at hame, but if you must bring one
it must stay tur the majority of the trip. If
your leadershi s yoW'to bring them, there will be

i call your parents. We know from years
can be a HUGE distraction from God's

t your sleeping bag must fit into ONE duffel bag
se. This suitcase CANNOT be huge—think small, think
ble clothing. Remember, people almost never pack too

, they pack too much! You may use a backpack to carry
non-clothes items like your Bible, trip resources, books, or
camera.
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Guidelines & Expectations

In order to get the most out of our time on the Immersive
Experience, it's important to get on the same page with some
important guidelines and expectations.

Please read through each expectation, checking the box t
indicate you've read and agreed to what's being askegd of you.
If you aren't comfortable with an expectation, plea e tal
to a group leader so we can get on the same page.

| AGREE TO...

we are, what we do, and wh

being present both physical
[0 Be Positive: | commit to,maint positive attitude and
being flexible when thi on't g&'my way. | commit to not
gossiping or spre ek through the group, but
rather will appro aderfor guidance and counsel. |
commit to stri Christ-like attitude in all that | do. |
will try my bes mplain, murmur, or spread
the group.

:No Drugs, Vaping, Juuls, Alcohol, or Tobacco,

g of the sort | No Firearms, Fireworks, or Weapons

d | No Wrestling or Horseplay | No Guys in the

irl om | No Girls in the Guys' room | No altering your

plAysical appearance | No Electronic Devices

00 Be Modest: Girls—No spaghetti straps, short shorts, bare
midriff. Guys—no short shorts or tank tops. | commit to never
being alone with someone of the opposite gender unless in
the open where others can see us.
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0 Clean Up After Yourself: Don't put things down but put them
away. Keep bathroom, meeting room, kitchen clean.

0 Sacrifice for Others: | understand that | will be asked to
sacrifice for others. | commit to making that sacrifice
willingly.

00 Pursuit of Excellence: | commit to pursuing excellence in
that | do (Colossians 3:23).

0 Protect the Team: | will keep all problems within the
of the team and commit to working them out in a Biblical
manner during Team Time (Matthew 18). | will n uff but
will be honest about my feelings. | will seek o id@nce
and help my leaders if need be.

0 Staying Safe: | commit to using wisdom a ent

have a buddy with me at
from the group alone at
00 Pursuing Jesus: | commit t
according to 1 Petefil6, ‘Be h
recognize I'm n

mes and Will not wander away
int.

g Jesus and trying to live

because | am holy." |

will strive to live like Jesus did.

s not to achieve perfection or to be
orks or actions. However, my goal is to
Jesus in all that | think, say, and do.

all guidelines and rules in order to take away
ons that may hinder me from growing in my

hip with God and building a healthy community during
e on the Immersive Experience.

X: X:
Signature Date

X:

Print Name
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Immersive Experience Jobs

One of the great parts of our Immersive Experience is we get
to work together in everything we do. This won't be a trip
where any of us are just going to be served, but we will all be
serving each other to ensure the trip runs smoothly.

You will be assigned to a specific job (possibly with others);
which is your responsibility to complete with excellencg during
the trip. Below is each job description. Mark yours.

Job Descriptions

00 Key-Bearer: You are in charge of all ke eveb vehicle
you are assigned to will be the keys yq ack of
always. Collect each time you arrive to ation.

[0 Morning Time with God Le re in charge of
facilitating devotions eqch mo the group. You don't
need to teach but sim e a legder in gathering everyone
together, entering A his time, and closing out

when ready.

arge of putting out & cleaning up
ch supplies each morning for everyone
y). You are also in charge of making sure the
ked & ready to go for the day—safely

room or vehicle it belongs in for that day. You'll
llow all directions from your Chef.

0B op: You are in charge of making sure all luggage is
packed and loaded in the vehicles each time we are
traveling. You will need to make sure everyone's luggage is
loaded and unloaded safely by the time of departure.
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00 Housekeeping: You and your team are responsible for
cleaning up the trash in the vehicles each night. You will have
trash bags to discard trash into each evening.

0 Paparazzi: Your job is to document the trip! You will use the
given camera to take pictures of the trip and make sure
get a group picture at some point.

00 Worship: Your job is to lead our team in Musical Worship
each night during our Reflection Time. You will b charge
of 1-3 songs each night depending on our ti

My job i \_§O
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Salt Lake City Temple Tour

Instructions

The Purpose

+ Learn about Mormon history/culture.
« Engage in meaningful conversations with the
and other visitors (who may be LDS or coul

truth, just visiting, etc.).

The Do's...

friends.”
« Tour in small group

+  Smile, be frie
missionaries

ated/appropriate questions based on the tour
ation.

sk questions you may already know the answers to. This is
appropriate to build rapport with people.

« Sign up to have LDS missionaries visit you at home.
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« If there's conflict, politely end the conversation and leave.
+ If security asks you to leave, do so immediately.

+ If a conversation goes well, exchange contact information.
The Priority Locations...

« The Temple Square Visitor Centers—Take the tour.

«  Museum of Church History and Art—Take the to

«  Brigham Young House—Take the tour.

*  Movies to Watch—Ask for movie times @t orth Visitor
Center

« Joseph Smith

*  The Testaments

The Optional Locatio

e The Church O ing— Visit the 26th floor observation deck
for the beautif for a good place to take pictures.

Memorial Building—There's a good LDS
basement.

ce Center—Take a peek but don't do a tour unless
one everything else and have extra time.
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The Do Not's...
« Do not hand out any literature.

* Do not stay in uncomfortable situations.

« Do not implicate yourself or others, including MAVEN staff. Y
have the right to withhold personal information.
Some Possible Conversation Questions...

*  Where are you from? V
*  How long have you been on your mission?
n?

+  Why would someone want to beco

+  What is your story/testimon

* I've been studying Mormon ndered if | could ask you

about...
*  the na o) s, forgiveness, repentance, eternal
life, the f Mormon, truth, or something else.
+ _Ho this' match up with the biblical account?

¥
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Salt Lake City Temple
Square Discussion Notes
and Questions

Questions to Ask LDS Tour Guides and Missionaries, Wri
from a Christian Perspective

10. Joseph Smith Memorial

Building
11. Church Office Building

Visitors' Center 12. Church Administration

bly Hall Bullding

h Visitors' Center 13. Llon House
useum of Church History 14. Beehive House
d Art 15. Brigham Young Historic
8. Family History Library Park

9. Relief Society Building

196



/2] The Temple

"Why is there a need for a temple? The Bible tells us that the
days of the temple are gone. Aren't we supposed to be the
living temple of God?"

A strong argument can be made from the Bible that th
longer a need for a temple or temple system at all JThese

passages strongly suggest that believers are theg,n emple of
God:

e Acts 17:24 (KJV) God that made the wo
seeing that he is Lord of heaven and
temples made with hands. ..

things therein,

« 1Corinthians 3:16-17 (KJV)
God, and that the Spirit o
the temple of God, him shall
is holy, which temp are.

W ye not that ye are the temple of
elleth in you? If any man defile
troy; for the temple of God

e Hebrews 9:11 But Christ being come an high priest of
good thin by a greater and more perfect tabernacle,
, that is to say, not of this building; neither

ws 9:24 (KJV) For Christ is not entered into the holy places
ade with hands, which are the figures of the true; but into
eaven itself, now to appear in the presence of God for us.
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"Who gets to go inside the Temple? What if | can't afford to
pay a tenth of my income to the church? Could I still get a
temple recommend?”

One must possess a current temple recommmend being allowed
admission to the temple. An interview will be conducted

privately, and the member is asked a series of questions abou
his or her life. The member must be able to demonstrate t
he or she is morally clean and has been keeping the Word of
Wisdom (i.e., abstaining from coffee, tea, tobacco, alc |, and
addictive drugs). The member must be paying a fulli
church. The member must be following all the
Church. The member must not be reading or a
works or member of any group that is crj

“Does the Book of Mormon teach anyth t the need for
a temple? Why do we need to eatér a temple when, according
to the Bible, Jesus is the only iest we need? Why do

you have priests at all?”

The LDS church has | emple and Priesthood
system, but the Bo rmar mentions nothing at all about
the need fora t d the Bible clearly tells us that Jesus is
the only priest a r between God and man:

ow Wwhen these things were thus ordained, the
ays into the first tabernacle, accomplishing the
. But into the second went the high priest alone
ry year, not without blood, which he offered for himself,
r'the errors of the people: The Holy Ghost this signifying,
he way into the holiest of all was not yet made manifest,
while as the first tabernacle was yet standing: Which was a
figure for the time then present, in which were offered both gifts
and sacrifices, that could not make him that did the service
perfect, as pertaining to the conscience; Which stood only in
meats and drinks, and divers washings, and carnal ordinances,
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imposed on them until the time of reformation. But Christ being
come an high priest of good things to come, by a greater and
more perfect tabernacle, not made with hands, that is to say,
not of this building; Neither by the blood of goats and calves,
but by his own blood he entered in once into the holy place,
having obtained eternal redemption for us.

"Why do they perform temple ceremonies for eternal
marriages when the Bible says that no one will be given to
marriage in heaven, and there is no example of t pe o
ceremony in the Old Testament?”

life,
ent for

The Bible is clear about the role of marriage
and the teaching of the Bible mentio
eternal marriage vows:

o Luke 20:34-36 And Jesus a ' to them, The children
of this world marry, and iuél in marriage: But they which
shall be accounted worthy hat world, and the

resurrection from th marry, nor are given in

marriage: Neithg ny more: for they are equal unto
the angels; a @ ren of God, being the children of the
resurrecti

The onl
of the be

riage in the Bible is the spiritual marriage
r to Christ.

ans 11:2 | have espoused you to one husband [Christ],
may present you [the Christians] as a chaste virgin to
st.

h

Christians are to be united in a spiritual union with Jesus, not
an actual marriage.

» Romans 7:4 Wherefore, my brethren, ye also are become dead to
the law by the body of Christ; that ye should be married to
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another, even to him who is raised from the dead, that we should
bring forth fruit unto God.

"I understand that you do baptisms for the dead in the
temple. Why do you baptize for the dead when Paul does not
advocate the practice for Christians (in the only passage in
the Bible where he mentions it)?"

There is much confusion about the issue of baptism for the
dead. Before we even look at the issue, it's important
remember a basic principle of scripture. We shoul
establish a spiritual requirement from a single Bi
especially if the passage is not critically clear. A
the dead is only mentioned ONCE in the
passing:

« 1Corinthians 15:29 Else what s
for the dead, if the dead rise
baptized for the dead?”

they do Which are baptized
t di? Why are they then

Now, notice that Paulg va@dting this practice. He
merely makes a possi erefnce to some group that had
such a practice.
the resurrection. ism for the dead been a primary
rch, surely there would be more
"'we," "l" "you," etc. throughout the chapter
king about either himself of the Corinthian
When he gets to this passage, he switches to “they”
cduse he is talking about what OTHER people are
doi 's almost as if he is trying to make a point with this
extreme example: "hey, even those nutty people who baptize

the dead know that the resurrection will take place!”
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"Why do you baptize for the dead when the Book of Mormon
is silent about this and even teaches against it?"

In the Book of Mormon, the word "baptism" appears twenty-
five times. The word "baptize" appears twenty-eight times. The
word "baptized” appears eighty-five times, and the word
"baptizing” appears six times. In all those passages, the
doctrine of baptism for the dead is never mentioned!
may still argue that the doctrine of baptism of the dead has
been removed from the Bible, it cannot be true th e
doctrine was removed from the Book of Mormo
Catholics never had the Book of Mormon!

e
Book

chance for a person to repent after ¢
gospel and has rejected it.

e Alma 34:32-35 For behol
to meet God; yea, behold th
perform their labor: nd noyas | said unto you before, as ye
have had so mg it erefore, | beseech of you that ye
do not procra he of your repentance until the end;
for after t fife, which is given us to prepare for eternity,

prove our time while in this life, then

f darkness wherein there can be no labor

cannot say, when ye are brought to that awful

ill repent, that | will return to my God. Nay, ye

y this; for that same Spirit which doth possess your

s at the time that ye go out of this life, that same Spirit will

e power to possess your body in that eternal world. For

ehold, if ye have procrastinated the day of your repentance

even until death, behold, ye have become subjected to the spirit
of the devil, and he doth seal you his; therefore, the Spirit of the

Lord hath withdrawn from you, and hath no place in you, and

the devil hath all power over you; and this is the final state of the

wicked.
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Museum of Church
History and Art

“Is it true that Joseph Smith was arrested for ‘Glass Gazing'?”

Before Joseph married Emma Hale, he was found guilty of
‘glass gazing." Rev. Wesley P. Wallters found docume ion for
this 1826 suit recently (in 1971), in the basement of
courthouse.These records proved the charges again
Smith and were an embarrassment to the LD
the witnesses testifying against him was Isg
Emma, his future wife. Isaac refused to g
marry Joseph Smith, so in January 1827, Ild Emmma

eloped with Joseph to Palmyra, York? s a copy of the
court docket and the languag the warrant that was

issued:

Misdemeanor

To my fees in examination
h 20, 1826 of the above cause  2.68

"

arrght issued upon oath of Peter G. Bridgeman, who informed
that"©ne Joseph Smith of Bainbridge was a disorderly person and an
imposter. Prisoner brought into court March 20, 1826. Prisoner
examined: says that he came from town of Palmyra, and had been
at the house of Josiah Stowel in Bainbridge most of [the] time since;
had [a] small part of time been employed in looking for mines, but
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the major part had been employed by said Stowel on his farm, and
going to school. That he had a certain stone which he had
occasionally looked at to determine where hidden treasures in the
bowels of the earth were; that he professed to tell in this manner
where gold-mines were a distance under ground, and had looked for
Mr. Stowel several times, and had informed him where he could find
these treasures, and Mr. Stowel had been engaged in digging fo
them. That at Palmyra he pretended to tell by looking at thi
where coined money was buried in Pennsyluania, and while at
Palmyra had frequently ascertained in that way wher property
was, of various kinds; that he had occasionally bee
looking through this stone to find lost property, ut of

anything to do

with this business...And therefore the C3 e Defendant

guilty.”

"Why are there so many vari n d changes in the first
vision account of Jos Smith?

@‘ mitAiChanged his story about the first
vision he ha ause of this, it is often difficult to
reconstruct t ory of what happened. Here is a quick
list of t i 'n the first vision account:

It is hard to de

Smith, Sr. and Joseph Smith, Jr. give an
o Willard Chase, as related in his 1833 affidavit.

» Joseph says the gold book was found in the context of his
money-digging activities. There is no mention of a revival.
Joseph says he is approximately 17 (1823) when he has a
vision. He is then 21(1827) when he finally retrieves the
plates. Several years before obtaining the plates, a ‘Spirit’
appeared to Joseph in a vision telling him of a record on
gold plates.
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1827 Martin Harris gives account to Rev. John Clark, as
published in his book Gleanings by the Way, printed in 1841,
pp. 222-229.

« No revival. The vision occurs after an evening of money-
digging. Joseph is approximately 18-19 (1824-25) when he
has a vision. An ‘angel’ appeared to Joseph in a vision
telling him he has been chosen to be a prophet and
forth a record on gold plates.

1830 Joseph Smith is interviewed by Peter Bau
(recounted by Bauder in his book The Kin
Gospel of Jesus Christ, printed in 1834, pp. 3

 No revival is mentioned. In fact, Jo
no “Christian experience,” i.e., no co experience or
manifestation of saving gra@e in his life:No age is
mentioned. Joseph clai ngel’ told him where to find
a secret treasure.

give Bauder

1832 Joseph Smit
an ‘official’ reco
Joseph Smit

e earliest know attempt at
f the’First Vision, from History,' 1832,
ok 1, pp. 2 3

s he started serious study of the scriptures
and felt convicted of sins. He also says that he
d all churches were wrong. He makes no

n of a revival and omits all information about the
oney-digging context of the first accounts. Joseph now
ays that heis 15 (in his 16th year) when he had a first
vision, and now adds a second vision that occurs at the
age of 17 (he says he again prayed and then had the
second vision). Joseph claimed to see Jesus' in the first
vision at 15, and an ‘angel’ at the second vision (this angel
told him where to find the plates).
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e 1834-35 Oliver Cowdery, with Joseph Smith's help, published
the first history of Mormonism in the LDS periodical
Messenger and Advocate, Kirkland, Ohio, Dec. 1834, vol. 1,
no. 3.

« Joseph says a revival stirred in him a desire to "know far
himself of the certainty and reality of pure and holy
religion.” Joseph says he is 17 (1823) when he ha
vision in his bedroom. Joseph claimed an ‘angel’ appea
to him.

« 1835 Joseph gave an account to Erastu
November 14, 1835, originally published i
of Saturday, May 29, 1852.

N
et News

« No motivation for the vision . Joseph says that
he was 14 (1820) wh ehadt sion. Says he had a
vision of ‘angels.’

« 1838 This account ame t fficial version, now part of
Mormon Scrip i Rédr| of Great Price, Joseph Smith
—History, 1:7 ughBWwritten in 1838, it was not

i in Times and Season, March 15, 1842,
728, 748-749, 753.

h was right, it had never occurred to him all were
ong. He says that at age 14 (1820) he had a vision in a
grove. Three years later has yet another vision of an angel.
Joseph says that in the first vision, he had a vision of two
personages. One identifies the other as his son (by
implication God the Father and Jesus, but not explicitly
stated), in the second vision, he only sees an ‘angel.’

e 1844 Joseph describes the vision while writing a chapter on
Mormonism in "An Original History of the Religious
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Denominations at Present Existing in the United States,”
edited by Daniel Rupp.

« Joseph says he began reflecting on the importance of
being prepared for the future state, but upon inquiring
found a great conflict of religious opinion. There is no
mention of a revival. Joseph says that at the age of 14
(1820) he had a vision in a grove. Three years later h
a second vision. He had a vision of two personages, but
they are unidentified. Three years later he says asa
vision of a single personage (same descriptid '
personages) which is identified as an ange

ied in a gun battle? Is it true that he
nd wounded a third?"

“Is it true t
killed two m

It is ab
S

ue that Joseph was killed while he was in
Carthage Jail. There is no need to make light of

, and his killing was absolutely immoral. Justice should
not erved in this way. But it is interesting to note that
Mormon history usually fails to mention that Joseph Smith died
in a gun battle in which he too had the opportunity to fire
shots that resulted in the killing of two men and wounding of a
third, as official church records show. (History of the Church,
6:616-618)
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"Why was Joseph in jail to begin with?"

Joseph was in jail for several reasons that seem to reflect the
surprising nature of someone who is supposed to be the
spiritual leader of a religious sect. He had been accused of
adultery and heresy, and he was also accused of burning down
the newspaper printing press that made these charges pu
His accusers were not un-respected men. They were A
Cowles, First Counselor to Joseph Smith, and William Law, hi
Second Counselor!
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"This place looks a lot like a church, but without a cross. Why
aren't there any crosses on Mormon assembly halls, wards,

stakes, or temples? Does the LDS church understand the role
of the cross?”

The absence of the Cross is perhaps the most striking eature
of Mormon rellglous buildings that clolm to hold belie

salvation.

« Ephesians 2:14-16 For he,himsel
two one and has destro the b r, the dividing wall of
hostility, by abolis h he law with its
commandments lations. His purpose was to create in
himself one n t of the two, thus making peace, and in
this one body e both of them to God through the

to death their hostility.

eace, who has made the

0Ss Is Where God Does ALL the Work
mportant because it helps us to recognize that
LL the work in saving us.

After

atians 6:12-16 Those who want to make a good impression
outwardly are trying to compel you to be circumcised. The only
reason they do this is to avoid being persecuted for the cross of
Christ. Not even those who are circumcised obey the law, yet
they want you to be circumcised that they may boast about
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your flesh. May | never boast except in the cross of our Lord
Jesus Christ, through which the world has been crucified to me,
and | to the world. Neither circumcision nor uncircumcision
means anything; what counts is a new creation.

The Cross Demonstrates the Power of God to Save Us
The cross is a symbol of GOD's power that helps us to take'the
focus off of our own efforts.

« 1Corinthians 1:17-19 For Christ did not send me to ize, byt to
preach the gospel—not with words of human e
cross of Christ be emptied of its power. For, eof the
cross is foolishness to those who are perishin who are
being saved it is the power of God.

There are no crosses on Mormon bui ause the LDS
church still teaches that the i idual beltever can save him-
or herself through a series works. The believer is then
the source of salvation, not s did on the cross.
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Tabernacle and

Conference Center

“I understand that these spaces have been used as
venues, is that true? Is it true that Mormon Pr
Elders used these spaces to teach that blg

In a 1939 general conference speegh, Elde ge F. Richards
ate man. He has been
given a black skin. But that is a i ompared with that
greater handicap that heg
Priesthood and the ordina temple, necessary to
prepare men and w, into and enjoy a fulness of

glory in the celesgia

“Is it true that th use these spaces to teach that men

can becom

Confer es have been used historically to teach this

‘Mormon' truism that is current among us and we all
Cept it, that as man is God once was and as God is man may
become.” (Elder Melvin J. Ballard, General Conference, April 1921)

« "From President Snow's understanding of the teachings of the
Prophet on this doctrinal point, he coined the familiar couplet: ‘As
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man is, God once was; as God is, man may become.’ This
teaching is peculiar to the restored gospel of Jesus Christ.”
(Marion Romney (st Presidency) General Conference, October
1964)

"Is it true that Mormon Leaders still use the Conference

Center to teach that the Mormon Church was the only tru
church?”

Sometimes LDS guides and believers will lament t
they feel like they are under attack from mainli h :
But it is important to recognize that the LD asalways
been the first to cast a stone, claiming that
church has apostatized and fallen a ruth which is
represented now ONLY in Mormonis

ct thot

«  "Joseph Smith was the prop
gospel...President Gordo
our day. He and 14 other Ap
in the only true Ch on the
Seventy, speakig

Ensign, May 2 4@;

of the ration of the true
ifickley is the Lord's prophet for
special witnesses of Christ
" (Gary J. Coleman, of the
000 LDS General Conference,

)
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North Visitors'
Center

"| see that there is a model of the temple here in the NVC.
Why do LDS believers think there is still a need for a tem
when the Bible teaches otherwise?”

There is a strong biblical case that can be made refate
Temples. The Bible clearly teaches that there is no n
temples, and that Christian believers are now
temples of God:

f

he

o Acts 17:24 (KJV) God that made the wo
seeing that he is Lord of heaven grd eart!
temples made with hands. ..

e 1Corinthians 3:16-17 (KJ/) Know that ye are the temple of
God, and that the Spjt d ers in you? If any man
defiles the temple hi Il God destroy; for the temple of
God is holy, whic e ye are.

» Hebrewsg: BUt Christ being come an high priest of
good thi e, by a greater and more perfect tabernacle,
no ands, that is to say, not of this building; Neither

goats and calves, but by his own blood he

nter once into the holy place, having obtained eternal

on for us.

. rews 9:24 (KJV) For Christ is not entered into the holy places

made with hands, which are the figures of the true; but into
heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of God for us.
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"Does the LDS church teach that the Christian faith has fallen
away from the truth, and that the LDS faith is a restoration of
that truth? Does the LDS church teach that the
denominational fragmentation of Christianity is proof of the
fallen nature of Christianity? If so, why are there so many
fragments within Mormonism? Doesn't this prove that the
church is equally fallen?”

S

A lot of the Visitor Center tour will deal with the restoration o
the "lost Gospel." The LDS church will point to

denominationalism as a proof that the Christia
need of restoration. But today there are ap
Mormon (or Josephite) churches. Compare t

0
tianity. If
Christianity,
it would have splintered approximatg es into
separate groups! And even though t

intermingling and worship
without conflict. All the while,
each claim unique an@iidivine a
exclude all others

serving on missions trips
ormon splinter groups
ority for themselves and

"How was J
miles from w

to carry the gold plates and run three
nd them, back to his home?"

s were as they are presently described, they

er 200 pounds.

as that Jesus and Lucifer were brothers? Can you find
cal support for these doctrines?”

Much of the time LDS members are uncomfortable discussing
these types of doctrines, because they know they fly in the face

of the Bible and are considered repulsive to Christians around

213



the world. But this Lucifer Doctrine is accepted and taught by
the church:

« Mormon President Spencer W. Kimball: “The LDS church teaches
that it was in the preexistent world that Jesus and Lucifer, two
elder 'brothers’ (sexually begotten sons of God as we all are), vied
before the council of the gods' for the honor of becoming the
Savior of mankind. The plan that Jesus proposed was appr
by the council's majority vote. In anger, Lucifer drew one-third of
the brothers and sisters into rebellion against the coun
decision. He then became the Devil and his followerSighe
demons.”

Mormon Apostles and Prophets also teag
begotten in the flesh (sexually) by Elohi N exalted
man); that Jesus was married to the sisté
Mary Magdalene; converted wa o wine dt'one of His own
weddings; and had his wives ren present at his

Crucifixion.

C

"If the Book of Mor t did over half of the first 1
withesses to the B ormon leave the Church?”

e the original twelve apostles of
irst witnesses of the Book of Mormon
ay in the very church they once so proudly

History shows us u

the witnesses of the Book of Mormon, who handles the
nd conversed with the angels of God, were afterwards

0 doubt and to disbelieve that they had ever seen an angel.”
(Brigham Young, Journal of Discourses, v. 7, page 164)

The "Three Witnesses" The first three witnesses listed on the

Book of Mormon are Oliver Cowdery, David Whitmer, and

Martin Harris. Look at what happened with these three men:
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Oliver Cowdery Cowdery was baptized on 05/05/1829 and
was eventually excommmunicated on 04/12/1838. A year
before he was excommunicated, he, along with Whitmer
and Harris, pledged his loyalty to a prophetess who used a
black seer stone and "danced herself into the trenches’
("Biographical Sketches" Lucy Smith pp. 211-213). He
confronted Joseph Smith with a charge of adultery wit
Fanny Alger in 1838. At that time, he also accused
teaching false doctrine (that polygamy is required for
salvation) and of lying! Smith denied the affair Wikially and
said that Cowdery was the true liar. Church
however, show that Alger was Smith's fi

2, page 482, the "Improve t Era" JORUary 1969 p. 56 and
"Oliver Cowdery—The standing"” (Joseph
Greehalgh) 1965 p. 28). He
sorrow and sham
True Origin of

rmon," Charles Shook, 1914,

s that Cowdery never denied his
about the Book of Mormon, but this flies
of the article that they published in the "Times
s" in 1841 which states just the opposite! In

he LDS church also claims that Cowdery later

ed the church in 1848 and was re-baptized in October
that year. But it is clear from church history that Cowdery
as accused in 1848 of "trying to raise up the kingdom
again” with the apostate William E. McLellin (according to
"The Mormon Frontier, Diary of Hosea Stout,” vol. 2, p. 336),
and Smith described Cowdery as a thief, a liar, a perjurer, a
counterfeiter, an adulterer, and a leader of a gang of
"scoundrels of the deepest degree” (Senate document 189,
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02/15/1841 pp. 6-9 and the "Comprehensive History of the
Church, B.H. Roberts, vol. 1, pp. 438-9).

David Whitmer Whitmer was originally baptized into the

church in June of 1829 but was later excommunicated on

4/13/1838. He said that he only witnessed the golden plates
"oy the eye of faith,” and he later had two conflicting storie
about what he actually saw ("Millennial Star” vol. XL, p.
Like Cowdery and Hairris, he pledged his loyalty to a
prophetess who used a black seer stone and “dan
herself into the trenches” in 1837 ("Biographical
Lucy Smith, pp. 221-213). After leaving the ¢
returned, and in 1847 he declared that he w

prophet of the New Church of Christ (i 'Ensign of
Liberty" 5, 1848).
The LDS church says that Whiffher neverdenied his

testimony about the Book
that Whitmer was thrown ou roughly and his
family was robbed b rmons n Whitmer's "History of
the Church," p. 22)4Shi S ed Whitmer as a "dumb
beast to ride" a ss tabray out cursings instead of

e Church, vol. 3, p. 228).

on, but history reveals

. He tried a number of religions before and
nism. He was a Quaker, a Universalist, a

ionist, a Baptist, and a Presbyterian before

ing a Mormon. After his excommunication in 1837, he
n changed his mind and belonged to 8 more religions,
including the Shakers and a number of Mormon splinter
groups. He came back to the main group in 1842 and was
re-baptized on 11/7/1842. But by 1846, Harris had joined the
apostate James J. Strong and was preaching against the
LDS church in England ("Church Chronology,” Andrew
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Jansen, 1899, p. 51, and "Millennial Star" vol. 8, 11/15/46 pp.
124-128).

The LDS church says that Harris never denied his testimony
about the Book of Mormon, but Harris himself said that his
later testimony for Shakerism was greater than it was fo
Mormonism. He even said that the Shakers' "Holy Sacre
and Divine Roll and Book" was also delivered by an
(Martin Harris, "Witness and Benefactor” BYU 1955 Thesis,
Wayne Gunnel p. 52, and the "Braden Kelly De " p. 173).

The "Eight Witnesses" Of the eight additio j esWisted
in the opening pages of the Book of Mormo S be
noted that three left the church by evg onservative
measurements of the Church itself. T dition of the
Book of Mormon Student Manual fo igigh’ 121 and 122
published by the LDS church its theSe departures:

e Jacob Whitmer
Baptized April 11, 1

Apostatized in Vwmed to the Church
« John Whigtaer
Baptized 8

Exc March 10, 1838

April 11,1830
tatized 1838

f the first eleven witnesses listed in the Book of Mormon
eventually left what they once claimed was true. Compare that
to the first 12 apostles of the Christian Church, all of whom
defended their faith to the bitter end, eventually dying before
they would ever deny the truth of the orthodox Gospel and the
scriptures that are now called the New Testament. The Bible
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tells us that Jesus would never let true believers fall from his
hands:

e John 17:12 "While | was with them in the world, | kept them in thy
name: those that thou gavest me | have kept, and none of them

is lost, but the son of perdition; that the scripture might be
fulfilled.”

“I've noticed several displays depicting the history of the
Americas according to the Book of Mormon. Why is
archeological support for any of this history?”

e no

If the Book of Mormon story is true, shouldn't th
evidence of just one of the 38 major citieg  There is
absolutely NO such evidence. If an LDS laims that
any city on this continent is, in fact, one & es listed in
the Book of Mormon, they shouldfi§e able t6"name the city,
identify it on a map, and tell u is is true. No archeologist
on the planet will claim to know it} certainty because
there is no evidence of a f the of Mormon cultures to
be found anywhere og ipért. There are no discoveries
of the literally thou w@ coms that should be left from these
cultures and th déscribed in the Book of Mormon. There
are no remains o Qlildings, or cultures. There are no
archeologi i s of the weaponry that was described
in the Book offMormon either.

e

In_the nter at Temple Square in Salt Lake City (and in
any.ot visitor centers around the country), the LDS church
a'mural depicting Jesus visiting the "Americas.” He is
see one standing in front of two Temples. But these two
Temples (El Castillo and EI Caracol) were built in approximately
1000 AD and are almost 600 years too late to be in the
landscape of the stories of the Book of Mormon (the Nephite
Era)! This appears to be a deliberate misrepresentation of the
archeology of the area.
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Beehive House
Elle @

"Did Brigham Young teach that you must be a polygamist to
be saved?

Many present-day Mormons will deny that the church
truly believed that polygamy was necessary for salyation, but
Brigham Young clearly talked about the matter;

«  "We are told that if we would give up poly
know to be a doctrine revealed from hegue it is God and
the world for it—but suppose this C '
holy order of marriage, then would
league with him against the cguse of Oice that they had
preuvailed upon the Saints tafféfuse to obey gone of the
revelations and comman f God to then." ... "Will the
Latter-day Saints do,this? No¥B4&igham Young, Journal of
Discourses 11:239)

“The only me
those wh

come Gods, even the Sons of God, are
olygamy. Others attain unto a glory and
d to come into the presence of the Father
ey cannot reign as kings in glory, because

am Young, Journal of Discourses, volume 11, p. 269)

if any of you will deny the plurality of wives, and continue
0 s0, | promise that you will be damned; and | will go still
urther and say, take this revelation, or any other revelation that
the Lord has given, and deny it in your feelings, and | promise
that you will be damned.” (Brigham Young, Journal of Discourses,
volume 3, p. 266)
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"Some people have supposed that the doctrine of plural marriage
was a sort of superfluity, or non-essential to the salvation or
exaltation of mankind ... | want here to enter my solemn protest
against this idea, for | know it is false.” (Brigham Young, Journal
of Discourses 20:28, July 7, 1878)

“Did Joseph Smith teach that you must be a polygamist to b
saved?”

It is clear from Mormon history that Joseph was prac
polygamy and had already received a number of
he considered to have been ‘given’ to him by

so, according to Mormon history (in the
D&C 132. It was obviously not received
whom it was written, but Sectio
ordains polygamy:

everlasting covena 1 tle not that covenant, then are
ect this covenant and be permitted
. And as pertaining to the new and

vas instituted for the fulness of my glory;
fulness thereof must and shall abide the

to enter into
everlasting co

LDS leaders also teach that Polygamy was
quired ¥or Salvation?”

Jos mith and Brigham Young clearly defined a theology of
plural Celestial Marriage that even Brigham considered to be
an affliction that was to be endured by women. But it was a
necessary endurance that was required in order to be saved to
a Celestial Kingdom. Other leaders within the church also
affirmed this truth:

220



“Where did this commandment come from in relation to
polygamy? It also came from God ... When this commandment
was given, it was so far religious, and so far binding upon the
Elders of this Church that is was told them if they were not
prepared to enter into it, and to stem the torrent of opposition
that would come in consequence of it, the keys of the kingdo
would be taken from them. When | see any of our people, m
women, opposing a principle of this kind, | have years a
them down as on the high road to apostasy, and | do to-day;
consider them apostates, and not interested in this rch and
kingdom.” (John Taylor, Journal of Discourses 17:

wn direct
ation on

gtes, | will obey

6, 1880)

"Polygamy is a divine institution. It has been
from God. The United States cannot @ '
earth can prevent it ... | will defy the
God." (John Taylor, Salt Lake Tribune

speak against the Lord's

t the plurality of wives, and
God has revealed. Such
persons have h Is with them all the time. You

‘Some quietly listen to th
servants, against his anoint

es, and all the authorities unite and say
they will oppose that doctrine, and the
would be damned.” (Heber C. Kimball, Journal of
olume 5, p. 204, 1856)

e people have supposed that the doctrine of plural marriage
a sort of superfluity, or non-essential to the salvation or
xaltation of mankind ... | want here to enter my solemn protest
against this idea, for | know it is false.” (Joseph F. Smith, Journal
of Discourses 20:28, July 7, 1878)

" This doctrine of eternal union of husband and wife, and of plural
marriage, is one of the most important doctrines ever revealed to
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man in any age of the world. Without it man would come to a
full stop; without it we never could be exalted to associate with
and become god..." (Joseph F. Smith, Journal of Discourses, 21:9,
1879

“...if plurality of marriage is not true or in other words, if a man
has no divine right to marry two wives or more in this old, then
marriage for eternity is not true, and your faith is all vain, a
the sealing ordinances, and powers, pertaining to marriages for
eternity are vain, worthless, good for nothing; for as su onei
true the other also must be true.” (Orson Pratt, Jour f
Discourses, 21:296, 1880)

“Doesn't the Book of Mormon teach tha wrong?”
It appears that Joseph originally held a olygamy that
was consistent with historical, orid@@dox Christianity! When

documents that
octrines and
ed theoractice of polygamy:

writing the Book of Mormon a
became part of the early version
Covenants, Joseph cond

pa at Riplakish did not do that

e Ether10:5'And it
' ight of the Lord, for he did have many

which was ri
wives and con

| the Lamanites your brethren, whom you hate
ilthiness and the cursing which hath come upon
, arc more righteous than you; for they have not

the commandment of the Lord, which was given unto
ther—that they should have save it were one wife, and
ubines they should have none...’

e Jacob 24 'Behold, David and Solomon truly had many wives and
concubines, which thing was abominable before me, saith the

Lord.'
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« D&C Sec. 101 'Insomuch as this church of Christ has been
reproached with the crime of fornication and polygamy: we
declare that we believe that one man should have one wife; and
one woman but one husband, except in case of death, when
either is at liberty to marry again. ..’ (1835 edition, since remouved)

"Doesn't the Bible also teach that Polygamy is wrong?”

Of course, biblical Orthodox Christianity has always been ver
clear on this issue and because of its clarity, Orth
Christian communities have never been polyga
appearance of Mormonism (1840 years' waq,
Why have orthodox Christians been so unite
monogamy? Because the scripture is

sue of

o Genesis 2:24 "For this reason a man is father and
mother and be united to his diife, and t will become one
flesh.” (Notice that "wife" i

« Ephesians 5:31". .. become one flesh.” (Notice
the word "two,” hree,” or "seven,” or "thirteen.”)

eronomy 17:17 (related to the king of God's people) "He must
t'take many wives, or his heart will be led astray.”

“Is it true that Brigham Young believed that Adam and Jesus
were also Polygamists?”

In further defense of their new theological position related to
plural marriage, Mormon leaders began to argue that Adam
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and Jesus were also polygamists and set the pattern for all
believers who were to follow. Over 1800 years of Christians had
apparently misunderstood the scriptures:

«  "Now hear it, O inhabitants of the earth, Jew and Gentile, Saint
and Sinner! When our father Adam came into the garden of
Eden, he came into it with a celestial body, and brought Eve, on
of his wives with him." (Brigham Young, Journal of Discours
Vol. 1, page 50)

"Yes, one of the relics of Adam, of Enoch, of Noah, o
Isaac, of Jacob, of Moses, David, Solomon, the us
and His Apostles.” (Brigham Young, Journal of D Vol 11,
page 328)

“The Scripture says that He, the LORD, ¢ ing in the
Temple, with his train; | do not who't were, unless his
wives and children..." (Brigh odbg, Journal of Discourses, Vol.

13, page 309)
wmy was necessary because
ni ah for all the women. Is that

Over the y s have tried to justify the early
behavior of t rch. After all, the current manifestation of
the M h vehemently denies and condemns the

i amy. In fact, if men like Joseph Smith, Brigham
Taylor, and Heber C. Kimball were to be alive
behave as they did in their own day, they would be
pro y ex-communicated from the Church! So how do
modern believers explain the behavior of the founding fathers?
Well, one excuse has been offered along the way. Mormons will
often claim that polygamy was practiced in order to provide
homes to a surplus of women in the church! But the Mormon

"Some LDS people s
there were not en
true?”
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apostle John Widtsoe has 'de-bunked’ this common
explanation:

“‘But then the proportion of the sexes in Utah would not, at

present, admit of an extensive practice of plural marriage. When
the census was taken five years ago, there were 143,963 souls j
Utah Territory, not counting untaxed Indians. In this number
was an excess of 5055 MALES over females. This does
the appearance of permitting an extensive practice of plural
marriage..."” (LDS publication, Juvenile Instructor, 0, page
133)

Another conjecture is that the people were ers and
that the Church, desiring greater nu the practice
so that a phenomenal increase in pa @ ould be attained.
This is not defensible, since there wasie s of women.”

(Apostle John Widtsoe, Evidgfiees and Reconciliations, 1960,
page 392)

S
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Family History Library an
South Visitors’' Center

“I have heard a lot about the emphasis of th
families, but how many families actually get to
to begin with, considering the requirem
met by so few of them?”

Remember that only about half ormons who are listed on
the rolls of the church are act ive in the church, and
only half of these active membe ompleted their
Temple Endowments, an s thanWalf of these are presently
deemed worthy eno y f having temple
recommends’) to r he ple, and only half of these
who are consid y actually participate in the Temple
programs. That tR@t there is about an 85% to 90%

of requirements seems to prevent

o a system of works:

« Matthew 11:29-30 “Come unto me, all ye that labour and are
heauvy laden, and | will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you and
learn of me; for | am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find
rest unto your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light."
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"I understand that you keep extensive records of genealogies
so that the dead in everyone's family can be baptized after
death. But why do you baptize for the dead when the Book of
Mormon is silent about this and even teaches against it?"

In the Book of Mormon, the word "baptism” appears twenty
five times. The word "baptize" appears twenty-eight times.
word "baptized” appears eight-five times, and the wor
"baptizing” appears six times. In all those passages, the
doctrine of baptism for the dead is never mentionadh\While,you
may still argue that the doctrine of baptism of
been removed from the Bible, it cannot be

e

of Mormon condemns the very ideas o the practice of
baptism for the dead. It clearly procl there is no

e Alma 34:32-35 For is the time for men to prepare
to meet God; yee y of this life is the day for men to
@ LA ow, as | said unto you before, as ye
titnesses, therefore, | beseech of you that ye
he day of your repentance until the end;
life, which is given us to prepare for eternity,

ight of darkness wherein there can be no labor

. Ye cannot say, when ye are brought to that awful
that | will repent, that | will return to my God. Nay, ye
nnot say this; for that same spirit which doth possess your
odies at the time that ye go out of this life, that same spirit will
have power to possess your body in that eternal world. For
behold, if ye have procrastinated the day of your repentance
even until death, behold, ye have become subjected to the spirit
of the devil, and he doth seal you his; therefore, the Spirit of the
Lord hath withdrawn from you, and hath no place in you, and
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the devil hath all power over you; and this is the final state of the
wicked. Strivings about the law; for they are unprofitable and
vain.

“Is it true that the LDS church believes that families need to
be formed around temple marriages in order to go to the top
level of Celestial Kingdom? Why does the LDS Church place
so much importance on marriage with the Bible tells us t
there will be no marriage in Heaven?”

Again, the Bible is clear about the role of marriage
and there is no biblical support for the LDS nof
Marriage:

o Luke 20:34-36 And Jesus answering sai

which shall be accounted worth@to obtain that world, and the
resurrection from the dead, n , nor are given in
marriage: Neither can they die for they are equal unto
the angels; and are the @i | being the children of the
resurrection.

:2 | have espoused you to one husband [Christ],
t you [the Christians] as a chaste virgin to

s'are to be united in a spiritual union with Jesus, not

an al marriage.

» Romans 7:4 Wherefore, my brethren, ye also are become dead to
the law by the body of Christ; that ye should be married to
another, even to him who is raised from the dead, that we should
bring forth fruit unto God.
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“The LDS church teaches that you must be married to go to
Celestial Kingdom, but if this was true, why would Paul
encourage us to stay single?”

It makes no sense that Paul would teach in direct opposition to
a foundational requirement for LDS salvation, but that is

exactly what happens when he teaches about staying sing
one has the gift for single life:

if

« 1Corinthians 7:1, 6-7, 32-35 Now for the matters
about: It is good for a man not to marry. But sin
much immorality, each man should hauve hj
woman her own husband. | say this as a co
command ... | wish that all men werzf@s g ach man has
his own gift from God; one has this (¢ @ r has that. Now to
the unmarried and the widows | say: geod for them to stay
unmartried, as | am. But if th rol themselves, they

rry than to burn with passion
cern. An unmarried man is

should marry, for it is bett

... lwould like you to be fre

concerned about th —how he can please the Lord.
' about the affairs of this world—

how he can p ifé=—and his interests are divided. An

But a married

ed to the Lord in both body and Spirit. But
is concerned about the affairs of this world—

restrict you, but that you may live in a right way in
devotion to the Lord.

LDS church teaches that 'Families are Forever.' But if
on theology is correct, how is this possible?”

First of all, how can | be certain that every member of my
family will follow the rules of the faith perfectly? If one of us

fails to do this, that person won't be in heaven at all!
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e LDS President Joseph Fielding Smith “To enter the celestial and
obtain exaltation it is necessary that the whole law be kept..."
(The Way to Perfection, p. 206).

But even if we all could keep the law perfectly, Mormon

theology would still separate us! Imagine that my entire family
is perfect and gets to heaven. My son, if he is a good Latter-
day Saint (who followed the laws and commandments of
Mormonism and married a faithful Mormon girl), would be
rewarded with his own kingdom or earth in the next |i e
wouldn't be with me at all, because | would also h
world! And my daughters (if they were good
married good Mormon men) would be off with

be with me on my world? See,
SEPARATES families!! After all,
that God the Father also had p ere in the Mormon
scriptures do you ever h still living with his
parents? Where do y out his parents?
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BYU Campus Talks

Instructions
The Purpose...

« Eat lunch (sack lunch or purchase lunch in the cafeteria)

« Engage in meaningful conversations with BYU students
(who may or may not be LDS).

The Do's...

Be in small groups (minimum of 2 of 3).

Take your lunch and approgch a t tudent(s).

+ Introduce yourself. Say
religions/worldviews and a
and conversation.

in,the area studying
can join them for lunch

Smile, be frie d start with small talk and questions
(especiall e ded questions vs. yes/no questions).

. e you originally from?"

at year are you? What is your major? How do you
like it?"

«  "What do you plan to do after you graduate?”

+ Ask follow-up questions based on their responses.

233



« Transition into questions of religious background and
beliefs.

+ Use atool like the Conversational Survey or the Jesus
Survey.

+ If a conversation ends and you have additional time, find
more students to talk to!

« Approach another table in the cafeteria.

+ Head onto campus and find studen
congregating in other spaces.

« A good way to end the conversation
anything they need prayer for, and t

« If there's any trouble (e.g.,
conversation and leave the a

t gets angry), end the

+ If security asks yo
meeting area.

e immediately to the group

The Do Not's...

student's dorm room but instead, stay in

tay in a situation you don't feel comfortable in.

ot hand out any literature. If a conversation goes well,
you can exchange contact information.

« Do not implicate yourself or others including MAVEN staff.
You have the right to withhold personal information.
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Some Possible Conversation Questions...

«  What are you studying?

+ Have you been on a mission? When? Where? What did you
like/dislike about it? Did you talk to any evangelical

Christians?

+  Why would someone want to become a Mormon?

+  What is your story/testimony?

« |'ve been studying Mormonism and won uld as
you about...

+ the nature of God, Jesus, f
eternal life, the Bo f Morm
else.

+ How does t@ with the biblical account?

s, repentance,
, truth, or something
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BYU Door-to-Door

Instructions
The Purpose...

« Engage in meaningful conversations with BYU students
(who may or may not be LDS).

The Do's...

+  Knock on doors and introduce yourselv econds

and then move on if no response.

2nt to talk?"

« Introduction: "We are Christian m
. Do yoy have &

+  Smile, be friendly, make and ask questions.

« Be prepared with n starter and then lead the

conversation

« Ask relat ropriate questions based on their
responses interests.

e—you don't have to be diplomatic; you don't
"Oeat around the bush.”

y no longer want to continue the conversation, thank
em for their time and move on to the next address.

« You can leave them with literature, challenge them to read

specific Bible passages, and encourage them to think about
what you have discussed.
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+ Before leaving, try to exchange contact information or at
least leave them with your information for follow-up.

« Before leaving, ask them if there is anything they need
prayer for ... and then pray with them!

The Do Not's...

+ Do not expect to enter their homes. They may offer and it is
fine to accept.

« Do not stay in a situation you don't feel co
Some Possible Conversation Questions

«  What are you studying?

n? Where? What did you
y evangelical

+ Have you been on a missi
like/dislike about it? Did you t
Christians?

«  Why would so nt¥e become a Mormon?

«  What is your te ony?

I've been ying Mormonism and wondered if | could ask

e nature of God, Jesus, forgiveness, repentance,
ternal life, the Book of Mormon, truth, or something
else.

+  How does this match up with the biblical account?
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Some General Suggestions...

« Pray! Pray before you knock on doors and pray after a
conversation. Also, pray during the conversation, as other
team members are speaking.

«  Work together with your team members so everyone g
to experience asking questions.

« Be careful not to interrupt your team members\@s, they may

be leading the conversation to a particular
+ Laugh, have fun, joke around, and be wi

+ If tensions arise, pause the conve d try to decrease
the tension. You can apologize fo 2nse and reiterate
you're there because you people’dnd want them to
discover the truth abouGoddend the Gospel. Or you can

try to introduce (or reintro e rself, to reset the tone.

Q
S
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Mormon Conversational
Survey

...On General Issues

Instructions: Make sure you are in groups of two or thre
this survey to engage with Mormons enlightening
conversations about critical ideas and beliefs.

1. Are you a member of the LDS Church?

2. What is required for LDSflBelievers to get the best their
religion has to offer?

W in the next life to attain

for sure that you will go to Celestial
if you died today?

O Canyou
perfe

O Do k
in

the Bible say anything about whether or not

can know you are saved today?

r&Vyou married?

O Do LDS church members believe that they have to
be married in order to go to Celestial Kingdom?
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4. What do you think that Evangelical Christians believe
about salvation?

O s it your understanding that Christians don't believe
in good works?

5. What does "GRACE" mean to you?

O How do you interpret passages in scripture that
describe salvation as a "FREE" gift?

O How can you contribute to somethi
FREE?

6. What does the cross of Christ mea @

O Why aren't there any ses on Mormon assembly
halls, wards, stakes, les?

7. Do you think the Bibl reliab
O Why or
rmon as reliable as the Bible?

O Isthe

ny archeological support for the history
d in the Book of Mormon?
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The Jesus Survey

Short Answer

1. Would you consider yourself to be a Christian who follo
the teachings of Jesus? Yes/No

2. Are you a member of a Christian denomination? Yes / No

a. If yes, what is the official name of your@hur

Multiple Choice

3. How long has it been since you co read all 4
Gospels—Matthew, Mar ke, and John?

a. Within the Igst year

b. Within t S

c. Ih completely read all four gospels

4. Jesu stréted on several occasions that even the
d of sinners would be forgiven...

entually, through a repentance process which
would lead then to righteous living.

b. Immediately, by simply coming to Jesus and
exercising a humble faith in Him.

5. Inregard to pre-existence, Jesus stated that. ..
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a. He was the only person who had pre-existed in the
presence of the Father and had come down to the
earth.

b. We all had pre-existed with our Father in heaven and
should view the entire human race as sons and
daughters of God.

6. In regard to priesthood, Jesus Christ...

a. Spoke often with His disciples about the
of the priesthood and ordained the
priesthood authority to act in His na

b. Never spoke about the import
nor is it recorded that He ordo
priesthood authority.

True or False?

id that after his departure the Church
state of total apostasy because wicked

e who would take away many of the

s that He had taught.

Jesus taught that after death people will be
a second chance to receive the gospel—those who
repent can move from a place of tortured remorse to a
place of peace and comfort.
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Jesus Survey ANSWERS

Multiple Choice: Questions 1-3 are your own answers.

4. Jesus demonstrated on several occasions that even the
most wicked of sinners would be forgiven...

CORRECT ANSWER—B

Immediately, by simply coming to Jesus and
bégeiuse she
s, which are

humble faith in Him.
e
W 9:2-8); also read

ss in the story of the prodigall
; "If we confess our sins,
our sins, and to cleanse

In Luke 7:36-50, Jesus forgave a p
simply worshiped Him—Jesus sai
many, are forgiven" (also copsider
about the Father's forgiv
son in Luke 15:11-24; 1 Jo
he is faithful and just to fo
us from all unright is significant to note that alll
forgiven sins tten, never to be remembered
again—see 12¥1saiah 38:17; Micah 7:19; and

Hebrews & /.
5 Inre resexistence, Jesus stated that...
NSWER—A

as the only person who had pre-existed in the
esence of the Father and had come down to the earth.

Jesus said, "Father ... You loved Me before the foundation
of the world ... The world has not know You"—John

17:24-25; "The Father Himself, who sent Me, has testified of
Me. You have neither heard His voice at any time, nor seen
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His form"—John 5:37-38; "Not that any man has seen the
Father, except He who is from God; He has seen the Father”
—John 6:46; "He who sent Me is true, whom you do not
know. But | know Him, for | am from Him"—John 7:28-29; "It
is My Father who honors Me, of whom you say that He is
your God. Yet you have not known Him"—John 8:54-59;
And, Jesus said, "You are from beneath; | am from above.
You are of this world; | am not of this world"—John 8:2

Only once did Jesus discuss the topic of marriage
afterlife.

This narrative is found in Matthew 22:23-30.
passage for yourself and STOP AT VER

marriage was a principle of Jesus C @
Keg

important question would Jesus have
time and all eternity?"

But, Jesus did not as because no one was
ever married in a i " Instead, Jesus answered,

ernal
vel, what
ese men?

angels of God in heaven." The
ake this point clear, neither Jesus, nor

eternal marriage. Can eternal marriage be a
Christ's gospel if Jesus never taught it?

rd to priesthood, Jesus Christ. ..
CORRECT ANSWER—B

Never spoke about the importance of any priesthood nor is
it recorded that He ordained his Apostles with priesthood
authority.
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Jesus never once spoke about priesthood. The authority
that Jesus offers his disciples is not said to be through any
priesthood but rather through the power of the Holy Spirit,
(see Matthew 28:18-20 & Acts 1:4-8; 2:1-4, 36-39).

According to the writer of Hebrews, Jesus could not ha
held the Aaronic priesthood because He was from
wrong tribe of Israel; He was of Judah and not Levi. Also,
according to the writer of Hebrews, Jesus was only
person that could or would arise after the similitu
Melchizedek and hold his priesthood. ( W
chapters 5-7).

True or False?

followe e sanctity and
jage relationship with would
ection.

7. Jesus taught
importance of an etern
extend far beyond the fut

CORRECT ANS

aid that after his departure the Church
e of total apostasy because. wicked
ho would take away many of the

s that He had taught.

would fall

ANSWER—False

sUs said, ‘I will build my church; and the gates of hell shall
ot prevail against it."

Matthew 16:18; "Heaven and earth shall pass away, but my

words shall not pass away"—Matthew 24:35; “I am with you

always, even unto the end of the world. Amen"—Matthew

28:20; "You shall receive power, after the Holy Ghost is come
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upon you: and you shall be witnesses unto me both in
Jerusalem, and in all Judea, and in Samaria, and unto the
uttermost part of the earth"—Acts 1:8.

If the total apostasy of Christ's Church happened, then
Jesus Christ proclaimed false Prophecies and is a liar.

0. Jesus taught that after death people will
given a second chance to receive the gospel—those who
repent can move from a place of tortured remors a
place of peace and comfort.

CORRECT ANSWER—False

In Luke 16:19-26, Jesus eliminates an
chances after death when he says, *
there is a great gulf fixed, so @t those Who want to pass
from here [paradise] to yo . nor can those from
there [hell] pass to us” (vs. 26). ught more about
eternal destruction in than other prophet; "broad is
the way that lea , and there are many who
go in by it" (Mat 3); "Wto go to hell, into the fire that
shall never b ed—where 'Their worm, does not die
and the fire i hed" (Mark 9:43-48); "These shall
ting punishment: but the righteous into
att. 25:46); And in John's Revelation he says,
e tormented day and night forever and ever
second death.” (Revelation 20:10-15). Jesus
who rejects Me, and does not receive My words,

t which judges him—the word that | have spoken
dge him in the last day." John 12:47-48

Questions, Comments? Contact GospelTruth4U@hotmail.com

248



4

Helpful Article@, &




Terminology Differences
Between LDS and the
Bible

BY SANDRA TANNER

Introduction
Whenever an evangelical Christian and a Latter-d
engage in a doctrinal discussion they encount

(Matthew 24:11, 24; 2 Corinthians #PJohn 4:1) and people
teaching strange doctrin Galatians 1:6-8;
Hebrews 13:9), it is essgmbi

The references b lemonstrate that the LDS Church is
indeed teoghi nt god and a counterfeit gospel, thus
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Godhead
LDS: Father and Son are resurrected men with
physical bodies. Holy Ghost is a separate man with a
spiritual body. Three totally separate Gods. God is
married. Other Gods for other worlds. (D&C 130:22;
Teachings, pp. 345-346, pp. 370-373; Doctrines of
Salvation, vol. 1, pp. 10-12)

always

)

BIBLE: God is not a man. (Num. 23:19) He
been God. (Psa. 90:2; Mal. 3:6; Hab. 1:1
Only one God. (Isa. 43:10-11; 44:6;
Spirit and invisible. (John 4:24; 1 Tim

ther is

Jesus Christ
LDS: Literally our elder brot o Heavenly
Parents in the prem | life. Jesus, Lucifer, and
humans are all th species and are brothers and
sisters. (Gospel Princ 11,17, 18)

Wsubordinote deity. Eternal. (Isa.
1 Tim?, 3:16; Heb. 13:8; John 1:1-4, 14; Col.

ach that everyone existed in heaven before
n earth. We have existed eternally. (D&C 93:29;
Bk of Abr 3:21-22; Teachings, pp. 352-354)

BIBLE: F
9:6; Jo

BIBLE: Only Christ existed before mortality, not man.
(John 8:58; Col. 1:17) Our existence started on earth.
(Zec. 12:1: 1 Cor. 15:46)

The Fall
LDS: Fall was a blessing. It brought mortality, ability to
have children and physical death. Adam was given
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Virgin Birth

Sin

conflicting commandments and was supposed to fall.
(Doctrines of Salvation, vol. 1, pp. 111-116; Gospel
Principles, pp. 31-33; 2 Nephi 2:25; Mormon Doctrine,
pp. 268-269)

BIBLE: God intended obedience. Gen. 1:28. God
tempts no one. (James 1:13-14). Man is sinful. (Rom. 51
8:5-8: 1 Cor. 2:14)

LDS: Believe God, as a resurrected physic
literal Father of Jesus—same mannerg
are conceived on earth. Believe Matt. T
(Mormon Doctrine, pp. 546- 547

BIBLE: Mary was "with child of host." (Matt.
1:18; Luke 1:30-35)

asic nature. Must know
ormon Doctrine, pp. 550,

LDS: Specific a
act is wron
735-736)

ot ma

piritual rebellion until conversion.
5:6) We do not just commit sins; we are

S: Granted at end of process of repentance and
reformed behavior (Mormon Doctrine, pp. 292-298;
Gospel Principles, pp. 75-77,123; Doctrine of Salvation,
vol. 1, pp. 133-134)

BIBLE: Complete forgiveness granted the moment we
turn to Christ. (Mark 2:5; Col. 2:13-14; Eph. 1:6-7)
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Salvation by Grace

Redeemed

Gospel

o

LDS: Believe Christ's death brought release from grave
and universal resurrection. Salvation by grace is
universal resurrection. Beyond this, man must earn his
place in heaven. Saved by grace after all we can do.
(Book of Mormon, 2 Nephi 25:23; Mormon Doctrine pp.
669-671)

BIBLE: Salvation is not limited to universal resurrecti
but gift of God to those who believe. (Ro 16; Heb.
9:28; Eph. 2:8-9)

s Eternal
0-15)

LDS: From mortal death onl
Life. (Doctrine of Salvation,

BIBLE: Redeemed fr. more than mortal death:;
redeemed from spifitualleleath and given Eternal Life.
(Rom. 6:23; Eph. 2:1; 4.455)

LDS: Mmondments of the LDS
Ch . gospel restored by Joseph Smith.
(Mo rine, pp. 331, 334; Doctrine of Salvation,

-159)

» Good news of Christ's death and resurrection
tonement for our sins. (1 Cor. 15:1-4; Gal. 1:6-8)

gain

LDS: Baptism into the LDS Church. (Mormon Doctrine,
p. 107)

BIBLE: We are spiritually dead until our spiritual birth.
(1 Peter 1:23; 2 Cor. 5:17; John 3:7, 14, 15)
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True Church
LDS: Only the Mormon Church. The true church was
taken from the earth until Joseph Smith restored it.
(D&C 1:30; 115:3, 4; Mormon Doctrine, pp. 133, 136)

BIBLE: Not an organization; as born-again Christians
we are part of God's Church. (1 Cor. 12:12-14; Matt.
16:18; 18:19-20)

Immortality
LDS: Universal gift. The ability to go to he
live forever but not same as Eternal
heaven and unable to bear children. (
Mormon Doctrine, pp. 237, 376~

of

BIBLE: Makes no distinction be
eternal life. No second- s citize
1:10; John 3:15- 16)

ortality and
N heaven. (2 Tim.

Hell
LDS: Hell, a is eternal—inmates come
not spend eternity there.
3 debt is paid they will go to the
(Mormon Doctrine, pp. 349-351)
O mention of people getting out of Hell. (Rev
. 13:24-43, 47-50; Luke 16:26)
a

LDS: Divided into three kingdoms—Celestial,
Terrestrial and Telestial. A place for almost everyone.
(D&C 88:16-20; Misuse of 1 Cor. 15:40-41)

BIBLE: Only mentions two conditions—everlasting
punishment or eternal life. (Matt. 25:31-46; 2 Thess.
1:7-10)
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Kingdom of God
LDS: Means Celestial Kingdom. Only those in the
Celestial Kingdom are in God's presence. Those in the
Terrestrial or Telestial Kingdoms are not in the
presence of the Father. (D&C 76:50-88; 131:1-4;
132:16-17)

BIBLE: All redeemed will be in God's presence. (Rev.
211-3) All believers are part of Kingdom. (Maitt.
13:41-43)

Baptism
LDS: Must be performed by
Doctrine, pp. 69-72)

d. (Mormon

BIBLE: Emphasis is
authority. (Matt. 2 :

eliever—not priesthood
s 2:37-41; 16:30-34)

Sons of God
LDS: We oan heaven, prior to earth, as
drewof God and his wife. (Mormon

89-590)

ually adopted at conversion. (John 1:12;

LDS: Exaltation in Celestial Kingdom; godhood and
ability to bear children in heaven. Must have a temple
recommend and be sealed in Mormon temple. (D&C
131:1-4; 132:19-25, 30, 55)

BIBLE: Not limited to certain ones in the top part of
heaven. No mention of parenthood or temple
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marriage but is given to all true believers. (1 John
5:12-13; Luke 20:35-36)

Sandra Tanner

Utah Lighthouse Ministry

P.O. Box 1884

Salt Lake City, UT 84110 (Bookstore - 1358 S.
www.utim.org

LDS References:
Book of Mormon
Doctrine and Couvenants

Pearl of Great Price
Mormon Doctrine

by Bruce R. McConkie, 1979
Doctrines of Saluation

by Joseph Fielding Smith
Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith

by Joseph Fielding S
Gospel Principles,

published by th

published b

, 1995 Boctrines of the Gospel - Student Manual,

L h, 2000
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Bible and Book of Mormon
Contradictions

BY SANDRA TANNER

1. The Bible plainly states that the gospel, with its inc
of Gentiles, was not fully revealed until after Christ's

Eph. 3:3-7 Paul writes: by revelation he made kno

may understand my knowledge in the myster ichin
other ages was not made known unto thes as it is now
revealed unto his holy apostles and proghets bg irit: that the
Gentiles should be fellow heirs, and of t % bdy, and partakers
of his promise in Christ by the gogpel: whe tuas made a
minister... (See also Colossi 1:26: 1 Peter 1: 1-12; Romans

16:25-26)
"

ing to the words of the prophets, the

me shall be Jesus Christ, the Son of God. . ..
(v. 23) Fo ... to persuade . .. our brethren, to believe in
reconciled to God; for we know that it is by grace

However, the Book
was had in 545

aintains that this knowledge

26:12 And as | spake concerning the convincing of the Jews,
esus in the very Christ, it must needs be that the Gentiles be
nuinced also that Jesus is the Christ, the Eternal God;

th

2 Nephi 30:2 For behold, | say unto you that as many of the
Gentiles as will repent are the covenant people of the Lord; and as
many of the Jews as will not repent shall be cast off,
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2 Nephi 31:17 For the gate by which ye should enter is repentance
and baptism by water; and then cometh a remission of your sins by
fire and the Holy Ghost.

2. During Jesus' ministry He spoke of His church as
something in the future.

Matthew 16:18 And | say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and
upon this rock | will build my church; and the gates of hell | not
prevail against it.

After Christ's resurrection and the day of Pente
And the Lord added to the church daily suc
(Acts 2:47)

s the Istian church

However, the Book of Mormon
was established as early as 1

lled th

3. The Bible sa rs were first called Christians after

Mosiah 18:17 And they we
of Christ, from that tim

urch of God, or the church

e Book of Mormon claims people were known by
this as early as 73 B.C.

Alma 46:15 ... yeaq, all those who were true believes in Christ took
upon them, gladly, the name of Christ, or Christians as they were

called, because of their belief in Christ who should come.
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4. The Holy Ghost was bestowed on the Christians at the
time of Pentecost.

Luke 24:49 And, behold, | send the promise of my Father unto you:
but tarry ye in the city of Jerusalem, until ye be endued with power
from on high.

Acts 2:1-4 And when the day of Pentecost was fully come,
all with one accord in one place. . . . And they were all filled with t
Holy Ghost...
Yet the Book of Mormon claims that people recgive
of the Holy Ghost as early as 545 B.C.

2 Nephi 31:12-13 ... the voice of the Son  saying: He
that is baptized in my name, to him will give the Holy
Ghost, like unto me ... Wherefore, my be hren ... by

following your Lord and your S r down 1At the water, according
to his word, behold, then sha re@eive the Holy Ghost; yea, then
cometh the baptism of fire and edoly Ghost. ..

5. Inthe Old Tes y ones who could be priests

evi, one of the twelve sons of

ppoint Aaron and his sons, and they shall wait on
fice: and the stranger that cometh nigh shall be put to
e also Numbers 8:6-26).

ever, the Book of Mormon story claims that descendants
of the tribe of Manasseh (Alma 10:3) were made priests.

2 Nephi 5:26 And it came to pass that |, Nephi, did consecrate
Jacob and Joseph, that they should be priests and teachers over the
land of my people.
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6. The Old Testament teaches that the first born of the flocks
were to be given automatically to the Lord. Sacrifices were
to be made from their remaining animals.

Exodus 13:12 That thou shalt set apart unto the Lord all that
openeth the matrix, and every firstling that cometh of a beast which

thou hast; the males shall be the Lord's (see also Exodus 13:2;
22:29-30; Numbers 3:13; 18:15-18; 2 Samuel 24:24).

Deuteronomy 12:6 And thither ye shall bring your burnt o
and your sacrifices, and your tithes, and heave offering
hand, and your vows, and your freewill offerings,
your herds and of your flocks.

ere keeping
e law of

s for b offerings. These
should have already been giv e Lord as tithing.

ings of their flocks, that
erings according to the law of

7. The Bible sta
killed.

| of King Zedekiah's sons were

Jerem the king of Babylon slew the sons of Zedekiah
inRibla is eyes.

o the Bible, the Book of Mormon claims that one
son ing Zedekiah escaped destruction and came to the
Americas.

Heleman 6:10 the land north was called Mulek, which was after the
son of Zedekiah; for the Lord did bring Mulek into the land north (see
also Heleman 8:21).
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8. The Bible prophesied that Jesus would be born in
Bethlehem.

Micah 5:2 But thou, Bethlehem Ephratah, though thou be little

among the thousands of Judah, yet out of thee shall he come for
unto me that is to be ruler in Israel; whose goings forth have bee

from of old, from everlasting.
w

m which

However, the Book of Mormon said he would be
Jerusalem.

Alma 7:10 And behold, he shall be born of Mary,
is the land of our forefathers, she being a

Y

T 84115 (801) 485-8894

Utah Lighthouse Minj
1358 S. West Temp
www.utim.org

)
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SEVEN DIFFERENCES
BETWEEN MORMONISM
AND CHRISTIANITY

BY R.M. SIVULKA

Introduction

"The Church of JESUS CHRIST of Latter-a ats" (emphasis
added). The problem is that we, ristians, think

that Mormonism is teaching a esus than what the Bible
teaches (cf. 2 Corinthians 11:3-4,

The Seven Difference

hes that all the various Christian
larly the Presbyterians, Baptists,
all considered by Jesus Christ to be
he Mormon prophet Joseph Smith, Jr. was
a 14-year-old boy, which of these churches
imed:

1. Mormon scri
denominatio
and M i
"wrong.”

g
to |

ered that | must join none of them, for they were all
wro nd the Personage who addressed me said that all their
creeds were an abomination in his sight; that those professors
were all corrupt; that: 'they draw near to me with their lips, but
their hearts are far from me, they teach for doctrines the
commandments of men, having a form of godliness, but they
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deny the power thereof' (Joseph Smith--History 1:19, Pearl of
Great Price, emphasis added, cf. 1:.9).

Behold there are save two churches only; the one is the church
of the Lamb of God, and the other is the church of the devil:
wherefore, whoso belongeth not to the church of the Lamb of
God belongeth to that great church, which is the mother o
abominations; and she is the whore of all the earth (1
14:10, Book of Mormon).

2. Mormon scripture, prophets and apostles t
is more than one god who created thi

Even though Mormons claim there
them, they still believe that the Fe Son, and Holy Spirit
are separate gods who their purpose
rather than in a perso ibg that they share eternally.

Three separate perso r, Son, and Holy Ghost-
-comprise the Gogdifée of these persons is a God, it is
evident, from thi @ At alone, that a plurality of Gods
exists. To us,
the only God

ip. But in addition, there is an infinite
nages, drawn from worlds without

ve passed on to exaltation and are thus gods
nkie, Mormon Doctrine, 576-7).

ou have got to learn how to be Gods yourselves, and to
ings and priests to God, the same as all Gods have done
before you, namely, by going from one small degree to
another... until you attain to the resurrection of the dead, and
are able to dwell in everlasting burnings, and to sit in glory, as
do those who sit enthroned in everlasting power (Joseph Smith,
Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith, 346-7).
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‘As man is God once was, as God is man may be" (Prophet

Lorenzo Snow, The Life of Lorenzo Snow by Thomas C. Romney,
46).

‘And then the Lord said: Let us go down. And they went down
at the beginning, and they, that is the Gods, organized and
formed the heavens and the earth” (Abraham 4:1, The Pear
Great Price).

3. Mormon scripture, prophets and apostles tea
the Father is an exalted man with flesh a

d man,
and sits enthroned in yonder heavens! .. u were to see

him today, you would see him like a ma

will refute that idea, and
see (Smith, Teachings

e veil, so that you may
oseph Smith, 345).

"The Father has
man's" (Doctrine

flesh and bones as tangible as
ants 130:22).

4. Mormon ets and apostles teach that God the Father
ha wife by which we were all literally born
ro children prior to coming to this earth. Some

o) prophets and apostles have even taught that
ad wives and children.

This glorious truth of celestial parentage, including specifically

both a Father and a Mother, is heralded forth by song in one of

the greatest of Latter-day Saint hymns. O My Father by Eliza R.

Snow, written in 1843 during the lifetime of the Prophet,

includes this teaching: In the heavens are parents single? No; the
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thought makes reason stare! Truth is reason, truth eternal, Tells me
I've a Mother there. When [ leave this frail existence, When | lay this
mortal by, Father, Mother, may | meet you In your royal courts on
high? (McConkie, Mormon Doctrine, 516-7).

We have now clearly shown that God the Father had a

plurality of wives, one or more being in eternity, by whom
begat our spirits as well as the Spirit of Jesus His First
and another being upon the earth by whom He begat the
tabernacle of Jesus, as His Only Begotten in this
have also proved most clearly that the Son foll
example of his Father, and became the gr
whom kings' daughters and many honorabl
married (Apostle Orson Pratt, The See

to

v re to be

When our father Adam came into th of Eden, he
came into it with a celestial ba@¥, and brotight Eve, one of his
wives, with him. He helped and organize this world.
He is MICHAEL, the Archange IENT OF DAYS! about
whom holy men haveiitten a poken--He is our FATHER
and our God, and th h whom WE have to do

. nal of Discourses, vol. 1, 50).

ore unawdare that Brigham Young in fact
s the God of this world. Only members of
ormon groups (not affiliated with The Church
of Latter- day Saints) hold to this doctrine

dless of this identification of God as being Adam,
enies that Young believed that God the Father has
than one wife.

5. Mormon prophets and apostles teach that God the Father

had a Father whom He followed as Jesus had followed
Him. This follows from the preceding points.
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If Abraham reasoned thus—If Jesus Christ was the Son of God,
and John discovered that God the Father of Jesus Christ had @
Father, you may suppose that He had a Father also. Where
was there ever a son without a father? And where was there
ever a father without first being a son? Whenever did a tree or
anything spring into existence without a progenitor? And
everything comes in this way. ..Hence if Jesus had a Father,
can we not believe that He had a Father also? | despise th
idea of being scared to death at such a doctrine, for the Bible
is full of it.

| want you to pay particular attention to what

Father had done before (Smith, Teaching
Smith, 373).

6. Mormon prophets and apos t that there are many
or example, He did not
create our spirits eate Lucifer, nor did He
even create the e was born on as a spirit.
The reason s because Mormons believe that Jesus
and Lucifer brothers, and we as humans are

t all worlds whatsoever) before we arrived
heaven.

Intment of Jesus to be the Savior of the world was
con d by one of the other sons of God. He was called
Lucifer, son of the morning. Haughty, ambitious, and covetous
of power and glory, this spirit-brother of Jesus desperately tried
to become the Savior of mankind (Milton R. Hunter, The Gospel
through the Ages, 15).
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7. Mormon prophets and apostles teach that we should not
pray directly to Jesus. Rather, they can only pray directly
to the Father in the name of Jesus.

Apostle Bruce McConkie said concerning the Father, He is the
one to whom we have direct access by prayer, and if there
were some need -- which there is not -- to single out one
member of the Godhead, for a special relationship, th
not the Son, would be the one to choose. Our relationship wi
the Son is one of brother or sister in the pre-mort
Referring to "others who have an excessive zeal,
went on to say that they devote themselve
special, personal relationship with Christ tha
and perilous. ...Another peril is that thg i
begin to pray directly to Christ beca
friendship they feel has been develop is plain
sectarian nonsense. Our pra are addréssed to the Father
and to Him only (BYU Deuvotigral @ arch 2, 1982], 17,19 & 20).

C

proper
d often
e special

A Christian Respons

ibblethat some of these sources are
thus simply the opinions of men with no
e Bible says that if so-called prophets
ther gods than what God has already

Some Mormons
non-scriptur
binding auth

onomy 13:1-5; 2 Corinthians 11:3-4, 13-15; &
©-9). What difference does it make if the preceding

f this is truly what they taught, then it seems quite

ous that these individuals are not teaching the God of the
Bible, and thus should be considered as non-Christian (i.e., they
are not following the true Christ).

Mormons also quibble that the Bible is full of errors and has
been through many a translation such that many “plain and
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precious truths" have been left out of the translation we have
today. Thus, Mormons unquestionably rest their faith in what
their church tells them to believe, so long as they receive
affirmation from what is called a "burning in their bosoms.”
Christians, on the other hand, find no reason to think that
many truths have been taken from Scripture. Why is it that all
the various manuscripts of the Hebrew, Aramaic, and Greek
Scriptures, from which all the various versions come, are
remarkably consistent with each other? Where is all the
evidence that these manuscripts were cut up in such
as to delete the "plain and precious truths” found t

restored Mormon Scriptures? Christians find n bt
the words of the Lord Jesus when He said, "Scri ot be
broken" (John 10:35), and "[h]eaven and e s away

but my words shall not pass away” (Mat is the word of
God, not our "burning in our bosoms," tha t to our path

(Psalm 119:105).

ibléteaches that there was

t formed a Godhead)

The Christian interpretation of th
only one Being (not a tearlef Gods
orld in the entire universe

who did the creation
(not some proper s @ it) iah 43:10; 44:6, 8, 24; 4512; &
46:9). Of course, 6ds" are mentioned in Scripture, but

they are consiste agped to as false gods or idols that are

6:5; 1 Cor. 8:1-6; & Gal. 4:8). (Some

t humans can never attain the unique features of God
ipotence, eternality, omnipresence, etc. Consequently,
Christian deification does not teach that humans can literally
become gods. Instead, it teaches that humans are "deified” in
the sense that the Holy Spirit transforms Christian believers
into the image of God, modeled perfectly in the human nature
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of Christ, by endowing them in the resurrection with
immortality and God's perfect moral character,)

The Bible also teaches that God is not limited to a body that
He needs to become a God. He is too great for a body (1 Kings
8:27 & Jn. 4:21-24). He is God unchangeably from everlasting
everlasting (Malachi 3:6 & Ps. 90:2). This is why God has a
completely different nature from man. He is not a mer
nor an exalted man, since He is not a man at all (Hosea 11:9).

The Bible also teaches that Jesus created ever
ever created from the beginning of heaven
14 & Colossians 1:15-18). Hence, wherever hu

have no problem praying to Jesus (c
7:59).

| will do it"). Whether
irrelevant, since He i

been fully G

518 & 23; Ro SPhilippians 2:5-10; Col. 2:9; Revelation 1:8,
e Jesus is the only Son of God with the

nly begotten” in Greek means “one of a kind or

d the Son (Jn. 1:118).

ecifically, He is the second person of God. The Christian
is'more than one person; He is actually three persons

er, Son, and Holy Spirit) who are not unlike radically
connected Siamese twins (compare Isa. 44:24 with Genesis
1:26--the being of God created alone with the plurality of
persons that His being is comprised of). There was never a time
when one of the persons was without the others. They are
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eternally distinct persons while eternally inseparable in being
as well as purpose.

Your eternal salvation depends on whether you really know
God or not. Jesus said, "[l]f ye believe not that | am he, ye shall
die in your sins” (Jn. 8:24). Please consider praying to God
(Father, Son, or Holy Spirit), asking Him to cleanse you from alll
your sins, particularly of following another god and anoth
Jesus, and then repent from those idols by leaving the Mormon
Church. Then please consider committing yourself to
genuinely "Christian” denomination in order to gro
spiritual life.

All citations to Teachings of the Prophet Jos
pre-2002 edition.

R. M. Sivulka
Rob@Mormoninfo.org w% .org

S
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FALL OF THE BOOK OF
ABRAHAM

BY UTAH LIGHTHOUSE MINISTRY

According to Mormon writers, the "Book of Abraham” w,
supposed to have been written on papyrus by Abraham a
4,000 years ago. This very same papyrus, it is clainged, was
acquired by Joseph Smith in 1835. Smith transl
papyrus and published it under the title, “The Bo
Abraham.” It was accepted by the Mormon cripture
and is now published as part of the Pe rice—one of

the four standard works of the churc

ollec apyri was lost,
nzowned Deseret News

For many years Joseph Smith’
but on Nov. 27, 1967, the Mo
announced that the “collect
believed to have bee
was presented to T
Saints here Mon

esus Christ of Latter-day
ropolitan Museum of Art."

th

find cannot be overemphasized, for now
as a translator of ancient Egyptian

t to an absolute test. When the papyri were
embers of the church felt that Joseph Smith's
vindicated. As it turned out, however, within six
rom the time the Metropolitan Museum gave the

r the church, the Book of Abraham had been proven

el The fall of the Book of Abraham was brought about by
identification of the actual fragment of papyrus from which
Joseph Smith "translated" the Book of Abraham. This was
made possible by comparing it with the handwritten
manuscripts. Dr. James R. Clark, of Brigham Young University,
gave this information:

on

u
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... there are in existence today in the Church
Historian's Office what seem to be two separate
manuscripts of Joseph Smith's translations from the
papyrus rolls. . .. One manuscript is the Alphabet and
Grammair. . .. Within this Alphabet and Grammar ther
is a copy of the characters, together with their
translation of Abraham 1:4-28... (The Story of the
of Great Price, 1962, pp. 172-73)

In the publication, Pearl of Great Price Conference, D
1964 ed., pp. 60- 61, Dr. Clark referred to a lon

manuscript of the Prophet Joséd
of Abraham 11to0 218 ... The ¢

har@cters on the papyrus fragment
script of the Book of Abraham that is
published in Jose itR®Egyptian Alphabet and Grammar. On
i a photograph of the original fragment

t& make forty-nine verses in the book of Abraham.
The rty-nine verses are composed of more than 2,000
English words!

Klaus Baer, an Egyptologist at the University of Chicago,

concluded concerning the "Sensen” fragment: ‘Joseph Smith

thought that this papyrus contained the Book of Abraham.”
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(Dialogue: A Journal of Mormon Thought, Autumn 1968, p. 111)
Although the noted Mormon apologist Dr. Hugh Nibley later
proposed some fantastic theories in an attempt to divorce the
Egyptian papyri from the Book of Abraham, at a meeting held
at the University of Utah on May 20, 1968, he frankly spoke of

the fact that, the very definite fact that, one of th
fragments seemed to supply all of the symbo
Book of Abraham. This was the little "Sensen” scroll.

When Egyptologists translated this piece of pa
found that it contained absolutely nothing

known as the "Book of Breathings," a [ ctually
evolved from the Egyptian Book of t he Book of

e later stages of
turies béefore the time of Christ.
uried with those who died in

Egyptian history—just a few
Like the Book of the Dead,
ancient Egypt. It is filled with d pagan gods. It was
obviously written by y superstitious people, and is quite
different from the io in the Bible.

The fact tha rus Joseph Smith used as the basis for
his Book of A in reality the Book of Breathings
i ecause the name "Book of Breathings”

om the University of Chicago's Oriental

essors John A. Wilson and Klaus Baer, identified
yrus as the "Book of Breathings." A translation by Klaus
as printed in Dialogue: A Journal of Mormon Thought,

mn 1968, pp. 119- 20. Professor Richard A Parker, Chairman
of the Department of Egyptology at Brown University also
translated the papyrus. Professor Hugh Nibley stated that
"Parker is the best man in America for this particular period
and style of writing" Professor Parker's translation reads as
follows:
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1. [........] this great pool of Khonsu
2. [Osiris Hor, justified], born of Taykhebyt, a man likewise.
3. After (his) two arms are fastened to his breast, one wraps the

Book of Breathings, which is with writing both inside and

outside of it, with royal linen, it being placed (at) his left arm

4. near his heart, this having been done at his
5. wrapping and outside it. If this book be recited fo
6. he will breath like the soul [s of the gods] fore

7. ever.

(Dialogue A Journal of Mormon Thought, Su 68, p. 98)

r renditions of the text
f Abraham, therefore,
lation. Egyptologists
or his religion in this text.
rds'¥fat the Egyptologist used to
Is text is eighty-seven, whereas
ntains thousands of words. In one
ed 177 English words out of the word
e of an Egyptian moon god! It is impossible
lusion that the Book of Abraham is a

h Smith's imagination.

Except for a few minor variati
agree with Professor Parker's. Th
has been proven to be a rious t
find no mention of ei
The average numb
convey the mes
Joseph Smith's r
case Jose i
"Khon"— the
to esc
produc

riginal papyrus contains nothing about Abraham,

SO ormon apologists have suggested that Joseph Smith
may have obtained the Book of Abraham by way of direct
revelation and not from the papyrus. Those who try to use this
escape will find themselves trapped by the words of Joseph
Smith himself. At the beginning of the handwritten manuscript,
Joseph Smith asserted that it was a “Translation of the Book of
274



Abraham written by his own hand upon papyrus and found in
the catacombs of Egypt." The introduction to the Book of
Abraham still maintains that it was “Translated From The
Papyrus, By Joseph Smith" (Pearl of Great Price, The Book of
Abraham, Introduction). If the Book of Abraham is not an
actual translation of the papyrus, then it is obvious that the
introduction to it that appears in the Pearl of Great Price is a
complete misrepresentation. Joseph Smith not only cl
that he translated it from the papyrus, but according to the
History of the Church, vol. 2, p. 351, he affirmed that as “a
correct translation.”

of at least fifteen Egyptian g
on the "Sensen” papyri whi
possession, but there is not o

or goddesses are mentioned
h Smith had in his
about Abraham.

q,

The Mormon leadg
repudiate the Be <@?
Joseph Smit o)

us dilemma. They cannot
m without raising the question of

For mo on the Book of Abraham and many other
i book, Major Problems of Mormonism, available
house Ministry.

hthouse Ministry

S. West Temple Salt Lake City, Utah 84115 (801) 485-8894
www.utlm.org
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CHEAT SHEET FOR
WITNESSING TO
MORMONS

BY R.M. SIVULKA

Familiarizing Yourself w/ the Book of Mormon
1. Read All Chapter Headings in B.OM.
2. Read 1 Nephi; AlIma 1-11; 3 Nephi; Moroni 8-1

Importance of Knowing God and Jesus
1. Deuteronomy 13
2. Exodus 20:3

3. Matthew 24:24

4. John 8:24

5.Jn.17:3

6.1 Corinthians 6:7-9; 2 V

One God

1. Isa. 40:12-2
2. Isa. 43:10
3. Isa. 44:6,
4. 1sa. 4512
5. Jn.
6. Rom

riune
1. Gene5|s 1.26
2. Isa. 48:7-12

3. Mat. 3:16

4. Mat. 4:10

5. Mat. 28:16-20
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Christ Created Everything
1.Jn.11-3,14

2. Rom. 9:5

3. Colossians 1:.9-13

4. 3 Nephi 9:15

Saved by Grace

1. Rom. 3:20

2. Rom. 4:5

3. Rom. 11:6

4. Gal. 216

5. Ephesians 2:8-10
6.1Jn. 5:3-10

Searching Scripture to Test
1. Psalms 119:105
2. Proverbs 28:9
3. Isaiah 40:8

4. Jn.10:35

5. Acts 17:1-10
6. Galatians 1:6-9
7.1 Thessalonia

8. 2 Timothy

1. 1Kings
2. 24
J

s'Not a Man
sea 11:9

2. Ezekiel 28:2, 9
3. Acts 14:15
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Jesus Is God and Man
1.Jn. 11,14

2. Philippians 2:5-10
3.1Tim. 2.5

Beware of the Heart
1. Prov. 14:12

2. Prov. 28:26

3. Jeremiah 17:9

4.2 Thes. 211

God Is Unchanging
1. Malachi 3:6

2. Hebrews 13:8

3. Mormon 9:9

4. Moroni 8:18

God Is God by Nature
1. Ps.90:2
2.Gal. 4:8 V

Praying to Jesus

1.Jn. 518, 23
2. Jn. 1414 (Gree ke )
3. Acts 7.5
4.1 Cor, 12
5.1Jn!
t Necessary
clted under "Saved by Grace"

pti
2. L 3:39-43 (2 Cor. 12:2-4)
3. Acts 10:8-44

4.1 Cor. 117
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Saved by Works Also
1.1 Ne. 3.7

2.2 Ne. 25:23

3. Mosiah 4:30

4. Alma 5:27-36

5. Alma 11:37

6. Moroni 10:32

7. D&C 1:2-31

8. D&C 25:6-15

9. D&C 58:3-42
10. D&C 827
11. 3rd Article of Faith

Cross

1. Lk. 9:23
2.1Cor. 118
3. Gal. 614
4.1Pt. 224

No Total Apostas
1. Mt. 1618
2. Eph. 3:21

\%

radicting Scriptures

a 11:24-31, 44 & D&C 132:20; Abraham 4-5
2. Alma 34:36 & D&C 130:3

3. Jacob 2:22-35 & D&C 132:9-38

4.3 Ne. 30:2 & D&C 42:18
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All Sins Are Paid
1. Mat. 18:2-21
2.1Cor. 15:3

3.2 Cor. 5:14-21
4.1Jn.1:8-2:2

Priesthood
1.Jn. 112
2. Gal. 3:9-26

3.1Tim. 2.5
4. Heb. 4:4
5. Heb. 5:9-10

6. Heb. 7:11-8:2
7.1 Peter 2:5, 9

Changes in Book of Mormon
1. Mosiah 21:28: "Mosiah” from "B
2. 2 Ne. 12:9: "boweth not" fro o)
3. Alma 5:48: "Son, the Only Beg

of the only begotten of tW

min" in 0 ed. (200)
h" (87)
he Father" from "Son

Correcting Others
1. Prov. 27:6

2. Ezk. 33:1-11
3. Mat. 23

. an 13
10. D&C 71:7-8

Not All Sins Are Paid
1. D&C 42:18, 9-25
2. Journal of Discourses 3:247
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False Prophecy

1. Deut. 18:2-21

2. D&C 84:3-5; 124:49-55
3. D&C 87:2-3

Book of Mormon Translated by God
1. D&C 1:29

Only This Life to Be God's or the Devil's
1. Rom. 1:118-2:16

2. Heb. 9:27

3. Mosiah 2:9-36

4. Alma 34:5-32

Compiled by R. M. Sivulka
President, Courageous Ch@it ormoninfo.org

S
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ETERNAL PROGRESSION

CHART

BY UTAH LIGHTHOUSE MINISTRY
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“Biblical Gift of Eternal Life"” Chart

BY TRI-GRACE MINISTRIES

JESUS CHRIST’S GOSPEL -

ETERNAL LIFE IS A FREE GIFT OF GRACE

Ephesians 2:8-9 “By grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of
yourselves: it is the gift of God: Not of works, lest any man should boast.

John 3:14-18, 36 "As Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilde
must the Son of man be lifted up: That whosoever beligye
not perish, but have eternal life. For God so loved thé
his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in_him

GOD THE FATHER'S TESTIMONY OF ETERNAL LIFE

e Son of God hath the witness in himself: he that
gade him a liar; because he believeth not the record
. And this is the record, that God hath given to us
ife is in his Son. He that hath the Son hath life; and he
e Son of God hath not life. These things have | written unto
jeve on the name of the Son of God; that ye may know that ye
life, and that ye may believe on the name of the Son of God.”

omans 6:23 “The wages of sin is death; but the gift of God
is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord”

Romans 3:24 “Being justified freely by his grace through
the redemption that is in Christ Jesus.”

John 6:28-29 “Then they said to him, “What must we do, to be doing
the works of God?” Jesus answered them, “This is the work of God,
that you believe in him whom he has sent.”

The Biblical Gift of Eternal Life is obedience and EXALTS JESUS
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atoned for the original sin
of Adam and granted
resurrection as a free

gift of grace.

In the Garden of
Gethsemane, Jesus

FREE GIFT

THE Lﬂ F ETERNAL LIFE
(ALSO CALLED

285



LUCIFER’S FALSE GOSPEL - ETERNAL LIFE
IS EARNED THROUGH SELF-EXALTATION

Isaiah 14:12-15 “How art thou fallen from heaven, O Lucifer, son of the
morning! how art thou cut down to the ground, which didst weaken the
nations! For thou hast said in thine heart, | will ascend into heaven, | will
exalt my throne above the stars of God: | will sit also upon the mount of the

congregation, in the sides of the north: I will ascend above the heights o
the clouds; I will be like the most High. Yet thou shalt be brought downto
hell, to the sides of the pit.

Lucifer’s false gospel is self-exaltation—a desire for godht

ADAM AND EVE WERE DECEIVED BY
LUCIFER’S FALSE GOSPEL

thereof, then your eyes shall be ope all be as gods, knowing
good and evil. And when t he tree was good for food,

. W
LUCIFER NEVER SPEAKS TRUTH OR
PERSUADES TO DO GOOD

e speaketh a lie, he speaketh of his own: for he is a liar,
and the father of it
f Mormon) Moroni 7:17 “After this manner doth the devil work, for
he persuadeth no man to do good, no, not one.”

THE LORD ALONE WILL BE EXALTED IN THE FINAL DAY

Is. 2:11,17 “The loftiness of man shall be bowed down, and the haughtiness
of men shall be made low: and the LORD alone shall be exalted in that day.”
The LDS Law of Eternal Life is rebellion and EXALTS MAN
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Videos

Use these videos to help you in your knowledge.

»  DNA us. the Book of Mormon. Joel Kramer and Jeremy Reyes.
Living Hope Ministries, 2003.

« The Bible us. Joseph Smith. Joel Kramer. Living Hope
Ministries.

« The Book of Mormon us. the Bible. Joel Kramer an
Johnson. Living Hope Ministries, 2005.

Books

Add these books to your bookshe

« Bill McKeever and Eric John
Questions: Ready Respomses for
(Grand Rapids: Kre ishe

ring Mormons'
g Latter-day Saints
012).

« Eric Johnson cDowell, eds., Sharing the Good News
with Mormon C Strategies for Getting the Conversation
Started e : Harvest House, 2019)

hese websites as you search for the answers to you

ck o
S.
. ormonism Research Ministry | www.mrm.org

« Utah Lighthouse Ministry | www.utlm.org
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SECTION SI

NOTES

WRITE, JOUR YOR...
to take notes while listening to a

a conversation, for journaling during
eeding to remember something. Use these
you want!

Use the follo
speake '
trainings
pa

debook is yours and it will be one of your great
ukes and souvenirs from this trip. Use these blank pages

hatever you need.

his

291






































































































Afterword

Around 2012, | met Brett Kunkle, who at the time was reaching
youth all over America through Stand to Reason. Brett and his
family began attending Grace Fellowship Church in Costa
Mesa, California, where | was the youth pastor between 20
and 2019. Brett and his wife Erin quickly began involving th
five children in our youth ministry and started sharing t
gifting with our youth as well.

Bachelor of Arts from Oregon, where | studi
entrepreneurship and journalism. | had

Worldview, or Apologetics training. Bg k me under
his wing and began to mentor me. first invited my
youth group to attend an immersive € ce with him to

Mormons about their beliefs, |
it was because our schedule
we wouldn't be able to

Salt Lake City, Utah, to talk
kindly rejected the offer. | t
was already set for the next y
make the change.

Although this w
feared to int

d trle, the real reason was because |
students to something | myself was
red of. The next year | once again set
out an immersive experience included.

mps, where Brett was teaching a breakout session
school students to ask any question they had about

odly faith, Christianity, or the Bible. This breakout session was
ng our free time where I'd paid and signed our group up for
a high ropes course.

When Brett gave his seminar pitch during chapel that morning
a few of my students approached me asking if they could skip
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our high ropes experience to attend his Q&A. | thought | would
be sent to eternal damnation if | said no, so | obediently told
them I'd be open to this but informed them we wouldn't get a
refund. This was my attempt of throwing on a little guilt.

When free time came, not one of my fifty students showed up
for our high ropes time together. All fifty went to sit in and hea
Brett's Q&A seminar where my students and many others
asked questions about sexuality, God, family, the Bible, and
more. Each question was real and was hard. | couldn’ ieve
Brett had the courage to put himself through this, | S
realized the Q&A wasn't difficult for him and h
trained and equipped in understanding each a
objection.

As | listened to the entire Q&A intently, | piphany my
high school students (and those other Churches) really
wanted the church to answer ult questions they were
asking due to being raised in a n tian culture.

disfi
C

It was right after this sefmi oached Brett and shared
with him my epipha @ | wasready to introduce
apologetics andghi ersive Experiences into my youth
ministry. | was re ble myself and journey with my
students i i e needed in order to appropriately
defend_our f and converse tactfully and lovingly with non-
believ

ing students on these trips in the summer of 2014
ot missed a trip since. | began with the Biblical
Im ve Experience, then the Apologetics Immersive
Experience, and lastly the Worldview Immersive Experience.

It was after the Apologetics Immersive Experience when Brett
and | together created the Worldview Immersive Experience,
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which created a three-year immersive experience cycle |
continued with my students.

The youth ministry | served ran camps, retreats, events,
traditional mission trips, and more, but none were proven to be
more impactful than MAVEN's Immersive Experiences.

The Biblical Immersive Experience, which you are emb
through this guidebook, has been a true gift to students, an
especially to my seniors as they get ready to hea into
colleges where their faith will be challenged to

| am proud of you for attending this trip an

embark on, and debri
tweaked and perf,
much out of thi

“WIhis guidebook has been
4 to help attendees get as

po

My prayer is ely@With you as you engage Mormons.

v.

Chad Merrihew
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